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Courtious Reader, | . 


1 Have now preſented thee with ſomething of a diſ- 
courſe of the water of life and its virtues, there- 
fore thou mayeſt, if thou wilt, call this Book, Bunyan's 
Bill of his Maſter's water of life. True, I have not 
ſet forth at large the excellent nature and quality 
thereof, nor can that SO be done by the pen or tongue *- 
of men or angels. Yet this J have ſaid, and ſo fang 
faid truly that whoſoever ſhall drink of this water, ſhalt. - 4 


find it in him a well of water; and not only fo, but a + 
well ſpringing up in him to. everlaſting life, let his diſ- 
eaſe be what it will, And as men in their bills, for 

conviction to readers, do give an account to the country ⁵⁶ 
of the perſons cured and the diſeaſes that have been re- 
moved by liquors and preparations that have been 
made for that end, ſo could I, were it not already xx 
done by an infallible pen to my hand, give you ac- "i 
counts of numberleſs numbers that have not only been 
made to live, but to live for eyer, by drinking of this 
water, this pure water of life. Many of them indeed 
are removed from hence, and live where they canngat 
* By holy writ. 


Op 


(4-2 
be ſpoken with as yet, but abundance of them do fill 
remain here, and have their abode yet with men. ; 

Only, if thou would'ſt drink it, drink it by itſelf, 
and that thou. mayeſt not be deceived by that which is 
counter now it as it comes from the hand of our 

«KW gut mixture, pure and clear as cryſtal. I 
many mountebanks in the world, and 


Bur « my. advice is, that thou go © directly to the throne * 
thy{9&-8r.as thqu art bidden, come to the waters, + 
5 theid thou ſhalt be ſure to have that which right 
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7 he fhewwed me a pure river ** Water of if e,7 


or «Oe, | 
7. oceeding out of the throne of God, and of 8 


| HESE words are part of that deſcription unt * 


dne of the ſeven angels, which had the ſeven. 
( vials full of the ſeven laſt plagues, gave unto John of 


the New Jeruſalem, or of the ſtate of that goſpel church 
that ſhall be in the latter days. Wherefore ke faith 
and ſhewed me; HE” the angel ſhewed me. 

2 In the text we have theſe things to conſider of. 

I. The matter, the ſubject matter of the text, and 
Shar is, the water of life.“ He ſhewed me the water 
of ne.” 

H. We have alſo here the quantity of this water 
| Wwe to him, and that is, under the notion of 0 river 
he ſhewed me a river of water of life. | 
III. He ſhews him alfo the head, or wel- 4 

from whence this river of water of life cs 55 
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that is, * the. throne of God, and of the Lamb. “ He 
ſhewed me a river of water of life, proceeding out of 
the throne of God, and of the Lamb.” | 
IV. We have alſo here the nature and quality of 

this water, it is pure, it is clear as cryſtal. « And he 
ſhewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as cryſtal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God, and o the 
Lamb.” 

We will begin with -the firſt of theſe, to wit, 
with the matter, the ſubject matter of the text, 
which is, the water of life. "Theſe words, (water of 
life) are metaphorical, or words by which a thing moſt 
"<5 wi is preſented to and amplified before our 
faces: and that thing is the ſpirit of grace, the ſpirit . 
an grace of God. And the words, “ water of life,” 
are words moſt apt to preſent it to us by ; for what's 
more free than water, and what more beneficial, and 
more deſirable than life? Therefore, I ſay it is com- 
pared to, or called, the water of life. He ſhewed me 
the water of life. 

Thus it is the ſpirit of grace, or the ſpirit and 

grace of God, that is here intended. Conſider. 
3 Firſt, the ſpirit of grace is in other places compared 
3 to water; and, 

Secondly, it is alſo called the ſpirit of life. Juſt as 
lack it is preſented unto us, he ſhewed me the water 

of life. 

1. The ſpirit of grace is compared to water. + * Who- 
ſoever, faith the Lamb, “ drinketh of the water that I 
ſhall give him, ſha!l never thirſt. . But the water that I 
I ſhall give him, ſhall be in him a well of water ſpring- | 

ing up into everlaſting life.” What can here by water 
be intended, but the ſpirit of grace, that this poor har- 
=: lot the woman of Samaria wanted, although the was 1 
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orant of her want, as alſo of the excellency thereof ? 
_ water alſo is here ſaid to be ſuch as will ſpring 

in them that have it, as a well into everlaſting life. 

e the laſt day, that great day of the feaſt, Jeſus 


* ſtood and cried ſaying, * © if any. man thirſt let him 


come unto me and drink,” But of What? why, of 
his rivers of living waters. But what are they? why, 
he anſwers, © This he ſpake of the ſpirit, which they 
that believe in him ſhould receive.” 
Yea, the prophets and ſervants of God in the old 
Teſtament, did take this water of life for the ſpirit of 
race that ſhould in the latter days be poured out into 
the church. Hence Iſaiah calls water God's ſpirit and 
Wor and Zechariah, the ſpirit of grace. 

Iwill pour water upon him that is thirſty, and 
floods upon the dry ground.” © I will pour my ſpirit 
upon thy ſeed, and my bleffing upon thy offspring.” 
And Zecharias faith, “I will pour upon the houſe 
of David, and upon 'the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the 
ſpirit of grace and ſupplication and they ſhall mourn,” 
&c. Behold, in all theſe places the ſpirit of grace is 


intended, and for our better underſtanding, it is eom- 
pared to water, to a well of water, to ſprings of water, 


and to floods of water. 

2. It is alſo called the ſpirit of life. 
1. More cloſely. 
2. More openly. 
Firſt, more cloſely, where it is called « living water, 


* 


and water ſpringing up to everlaſting life. 


Secondly, then more openly or expreſsly, it is called 
the ſpirit of life. And after three days and an half, 
« the ſpirit of life from God entered into them, and 
they frood upon their feet.“ | 


oF Fotn vii. 37. 33, 39. + + Hai xliv 3. Zech. xIi 10. =, 


12 John iv. 1c, , ff. ag vii, 38, |] Revs M 1 
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From hence therefore I conclude, that by theſe | 
terms, water of life, is meant the ſpirit of grace, or the 
ſpirit and grace of the goſpel. And the terms are ſuch 
as are moſt apt to ſet forth the ſpirit and grace of the 
goſpel by. For „„ an] 

irſt, by this term Water, an oppoſition to fin is 
Preſented unto us. Sin is compared to water, to deadly 
Waters, and man is ſaid to drink it, as one that drink- 
eth waters. How much more abominable and filthy 
is man, who drinketh iniquity like water!“ + fo then 
that grace and the ſpirit of grace is compared to water, 
it is to ſhew what an antidote grace is againſt ſin; it is 
as I may call it, counter-poiſon to it. It is the only 
thing by the virtue of which ſin can be forgiven, van- 
quiſhed, and overcome. "ts 
; _ Secondly, by this term Water, you have an oppoſi- W 
tion alſo to the curſe that is due to fin, preſented unto 
you. The curſe is compared to water, the remedy is 
| compared to water. © Let the curſe come into the 
bowels of the damned,” + faith the Pſalmiſt, like 
water. The grace of God alſo, as you ſee, is compared 
to water. The curſe is burning, water is cooling; the 
_ curſe doth burn with hell-fire, cooling is by the grace | 
of the holy goſpel ; but they that over-ſtand the day of | 
grace, ſhall not obtain to cool their tongues with ſo 
2 of this water as will hang on the tip of one's 
ger. ; | 
. "Thirdly, water is alſo of a ſpreading nature, and fo 
is fin; & wherefore fin may, for this, alſo be .compa- 
red to water. It overſpreads the whole man, and in- 
_ fefts every member; it covereth all as doth water. 
Grace for this cauſe may be alſo compared to water, 
for that it is of a ſpreading nature, and can, if God 
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will, cover the face of the whole earth; of body and 
"foul. 
Fourthly, fin is of a fouling, defiling nature, and 

grace is of a waſhing, cleanſing nature: therefore grace 
aalnd the ſpirit of grace is compared to water. “ J will,” c 
| . ſays God, © ſprinkle clean water upon you (my ſpirit, 3 
vel. 27.) aid ye ſhall be clean, and from all your | 
fllthineſs, and from all your idols will I cleanſe you.“ * 

| _- Fifthly, water; the element of water, naturally de- 

# :frends to, and abides in low places, in valleys 8 
places which are undermoſt; and the grace of God, 
and the ſpirit of grace, is of that 5 alſo; — 
hills and lorfty mountains, have not the rivers running 
over he tops of them: no, though they may run 
among them: ' f but they run among the vallies : 
« and God reſiſteth the proud, but giveth grace to the 
humble, to the lowly.” - 
W Sixthly, the grace of God is compared to water, for 
that it is it Yehich cauſeth fruitfulneſs, water cauſes 
fruitfulneſs, want of water is the cauſe of barrenneſs, 
and this is the reaſon why the whole world is ſo empty 
of fruit to God-ward, even becauſ2 ſo few of the 
children of men have have the ſpirit of grace in their | 
hearts. But, 
Secondly, 'as there is a-ſpecial ſignification in this | 
term (water,) ſo there is alſo in this term (life:) water 
of life. „Ie ſhewed me the water of life.” In that 
0 therefore there is added to this word (water) that, of 
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(life) it is, in the general, to ſhew that excellent virtue 

and operation there is in this water. It is aqua ue 
. water of life, or water that hatk a health and life in Ihe 
7 And this term ſhews us. W 


* Eack. xxXVI. 2 5. Þ+ Prov. iii. 34. Jam. iv. 6. 
4 I Pet. v. 5. 4 
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Firſt, © that the world of graceleſs men are dead: * 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins. Dead, that is, without lift“ 


and motion God-ward in the "ey of the teſtament of 
his Son. 

Secondly, it alſo ſhews us, © that there is not any 
thing in the world, or in the doctrine of the world, the 


law, that can make them live.” Life is only. in this 


water, death is in all other things. The law, I ſay; 
which is that that would if any thing in the whole 
world, give life unto the world, but that yet killeth, 
condemneth, and was added that the offence might 
abound : wherefore there is no life, either in the world, 
or in the doctrine of the world: it is only in this water, 
in this grace of God, which is here called the water of 
life, or God's aqua vr. 0 

Thirdly, It is alſo called the water. of life, to ſhevw, 
ce that by the grace of God men may live,” how dead 
ſoever their ſins have made them. When God will 
ſay to a ſinner, © live;ꝰ though he be dead in his fins, 
<« he ſhall live.” „W hen thou waſt in thy blood, I 
aid unto thee, live: yea, when thou waſt in thy blood, 
J faid, live + And again, © the dead ſhall hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and they that hear. ſhall 
live.“ 

That is, when he ſpeaks words of grace, and mixeth 
thoſe words with the ſpirit and grace of the goſpel, 
then men ſhall live: for ſuch words, ſo attended, and 
ſuch words only, are ſpirit and life. The words that 


I ſpeak unto you,” faith Chriſt,” « they are ſpirit, and 


they are life. 5 
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Fourthly, in that this. grace of God is here preſented 4 


unto us: under the terms of water of life, it is to ſhew, 
that ſome are ſick of that diſeaſe, that nothing can cure 
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Bbut that. There are many diſeaſes in the world, and 
there are alſo remedies for thoſe diſeaſes : but there is a 
diſeaſe that nothing will, can or ſhall cure, “ but a 
dram of this bottle,“ à draught of this ague viræ, this 
water of life. This is intimated by the invitation: 
« Jet him take the water of life freely. And again, 


„I will give to him that is athirſt of the fountain of 


the water of life freely. This is ſpoken to the ſick, 
to them that are ſick of the diſeaſe that only Chriſt as a 
phyſician with his water of life, can cure. 
But few are ſick of this diſeaſe, but few know what 
it is to'be made ſick of this diſeaſe. There is nothing 
can make ſick of this diſeaſe, but the law and fin, and 
nothing can cure but the grace of God by the goſpel, 
called here the water of lite. 1 
We come now to diſcourſe of the ſecond thing with 
which we are preſented by the text: and that is, “the 
quantity that there is, of this water of life.” It is a 
river. © He ſhewed me a river of the water of life.“ 
Waters that are cordial, and that have in them a faculty 
to give life to them that want it, and to maintain lite 
where it is, are rare, and ſcarce, and to be found only 
in cloſe places, and little quantities: but here you ſee 
there is abundance, a great deal, a river, a river of water 
of life. In my handling of this point, I will ſhew you, 
_ Firſt. “ What a river of water of life this is:“ 
Secondly, © and then draw ſome inferences therefrom. 
I. What a river this is; this river of water of life. 
1. It is a deep river. It is a river that is not ſhallow, 
but deep, with an “O the depth! I will make their 
waters deep,” faith God. And again, „They have. 
drunk of the deep waters.” A river of water of life 
is much; but a deep river is more. Why, ſoul ſick 
ſinner, fin ſick ſinner, thou that art ſick of that diſeaſe 
that nothing can cure but a portion of this river of the 
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water of life: here is a river for thee, a deep river for, » 
thee. Thoſe that at firſt are coming to God by Chriſt 
for life are of nothing ſo inquiſitive, as of whether there- 
is grace enough in him to fave them. But for their 
comfort, here is abundance, abundance of grace: a 
river, a deep river of the water of life for them to. 
drink of. | | 
2. As the river is deep, * ſo it is wide and broad. 
| Wherefore as thou art to know the depth, “ that it is 
= deep :” fo thou art to know its breadth, that is, “that 
it is broad.“ T It is broader than the ſea : «© a river that I 
cannot be paſſed over.” Never did man yet go from. | 
one fide of this river to. the other, when the waters in- 
deed were riſen ; © and now they ate riſen,” ever now 
they proceed out of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb too. Hence this grace is called the © unſearch- 
able riches of Chriſt.“ T. Sinner, ſick- ſinner, what: 
ſayeſt thou to this? wouldeſt thou wade, wouldeſt thou. 
fwim ? here thou mayeſt ſwim, it is deep, yet fordable 
at firſt entrance. And when thou thinkeſt that thou 
haſt gone thorough and thorough it, yet turn again 
and try once more, and thou ſhalt find it deeper than. 
hell, and a river that cannot be paſſed over. If thou 
canſt ſwim, here thou mayeſt row] up and down, as 
the fiſhes do in the ſea. Nor needeſt thou fear drown- 
Ing in this river: it will bear thee up, and carry thee. 
over the higheſt hills, as Noah's waters did carry the | 
dot, | 1 
3. As this river of water of life is deep and large; i 
fo it is a river that is full of waters. A river may be 
deep, and full. A river may be broad and, not deep. 
Ay, but here is a river deep, and broad, and full too. 
T hou watereſt it; thou greatly enricheſt it with the 
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river deep, and broad, and full too. Thou watereſt it; 
thou greatly enricheſt it with the river of God which 


is full of water. * Full of grace and truth. Fill the: 
water- pots, ſaith Chriſt, (up to the brim.) The 
waters of a full cup the wickedneſs ſhall have, and a. 
river full of the water of life, is provided for thoſe who. 


indeed have a delire thereto. 


4. As this river is deep, broad, and full, ſo it ſtill: 
aboundeth with water. + The waters, ſays the prophet, 
were riſen, Hence the Holy Ghoſt faith, God cauſeth 


the waters to flow; and again, and it ſhall come to paſs. 


in that day (the day of the goſpel) that the mountains 
ſhall drop with new wine, and the hills thall flow with 
milk and all the rivers of: Judah ſhall low. with waters, 
and a fountain ſhall come forth of the houſe of the 
Lord, and ſhall water the valley- of Shittim, When- 
a river flows, 1t has more water than its banks can. 


bound: it has water. Behold he ſmote the rock that 


the waters guſhed out, and the ſtream overflowed. 1 


This river of water of life, which is alſo ſignified by 
theſe waters, is a river that abounds, and that overflows 
its banks in an infinite and unſpeakable mannner. 
Thus much for the river, to wit, what a river of water 
of life it is. It is a river deep, broad, full and abound- - 
ing wich this water, with this ſpirit and grace of the goſpel. 

Secondly, now I ſhall come to draw ſome inferences 


from it, that is from this term, a river. A river of” 


water of water of life. | 

_ Firſt then, a river is water that is common, common 
in the ſtreams, though otherwiſe in the head. This 
river proceeds out of the throne, and ſo, as to its rife, 
it is ſpecial ; it is alſo called the water of life; and as it is 
ſuchit is ſpecial ; but as it is a river, it is common, and for 


* Plal. Ixvi. . + Ezek. xlvii. 5. Joel iii. 18. 
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common uſe, and for common good. Hence the grace 
of God is called, the common falvation, * for that by 
the word there is no reſtraint, no denial to, or forbid- 
ding of any thing that will from receiving thereof. 

And whoſoever will, let him take the water of life 
freely; + what can more fully declare the commonneſs 
of a thing. Yea, this river is called at the very head 
of it, an “Open Fountain, a fountain opened to the 
houſe of Judah, and inhabitants of Jeruſalem.”t And 
dy Judah and Jeruſalem is comprehended every ſou] 
that would drink of the water of life, or living water. 
And hence it is, that this river is faid to “ go down to 
the deſert and to the fea,” & where all kinds of fiſhes 
are. By fea is meant the world, and by fith the people, 
and thither ſhall run this river of water of life. But, 

Secondly, though a river, in the ſtreams of it, is com- 
mon, yet a river, as it paſſes, thro? a country or province, 
will chuſe its own way. It will alſo fetch its compaſſes 
and eircuits; it will go about and reach hither and 
thither; and according to its courſes, it will mils by its 
turnings, what places, and people it liſts; yet it is com- 
mon, for that it lies open; yet it is common for all the 
beaſts of the field. There is therefore a difference 
to be put betwixt the commonneſs of a thing and its 
preſence. A thing may be common, yet far enough 
. off of thee. Epſom, Tunbridge waters, and the Bath, 
may be common, but yet a great way off of ſome that 
have need thereof. The ſame may be ſaid of this 
river, it is common in the ſtreams, but it runs its own þ 
circuit, and keeps its own water courſes, ©« He ſend- 
eth the ſprings into the valleys, which run among the 
Hills, || indeed he openeth his river in high places, in 
- his throne and of the Lamb, but ſtill they run in the # 
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midi of the vallies to water the humble and 8 * 
W herefore they that thirſt, and would drink, are bid to 
come down to the waters; Ho, every one that thirſt- 
eth, come ye to the . waters; and he that hath no 
money, come ye, buy, &c.” And again, If any 


man thirſt, let him come unto me and drink.”* The 
waters are common, but you moſt come to them, to 
them where they are, or you will be nothing the better 
for them. Come ye to the waters. | 
T hirdly, this water of life is called, a river, to inti- 


mate to you, © by what ſtore of the ſame, it is ſuppli- 
ed. All rivers have the ſea for their original: © All 


the rivers run into the ſea, yet the ſea is not full: unto 


the place from whence the rivers came, thither they 
return again.“ + And ſo this river of water of life is 
ſaid to proceed out of the throne, as out of a place 
where it breaketh out, but the original is the fea, the 
ocean of grace, which is in an infinite Deity. “ Thou 


wilt caſt all our fins into the depth of the ſea,” f into 


the depth of the ſea of thy grace. Rivers, when they 
are broken up, do with their gliding ſtreams carry away a 


great deal of the filth, which from all parts of the coun- 


tries thorough which they run, is conveyed into them; 
and they carry it into the fea, where it is everlaſting- 
1y ſwallowed-up. And oh!] the filth that is caſt into 
this river of God! and oh how many ſinners are waſh- 


ed white therein, for by their continual gliding Wx 
they carry that filth into the midſt of the ſee. 


A river will take away the very ſtink of a dead dog, 


nor doth all the foil and draught that is caſt into the 


rivers, cauſe that thoſe that can ſhould be afraid to 
make uſe thereof; all that have need to betake them- 
ſelves to this river notwithſtanding, But how much 


more virtue is there in this fweet river of grace that is 


| John vii. 37. Eccleſ. * 7. + Mic. vi. 19. 
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deſigned, yea opened on purpoſe to waſh away fin and 
uncleanneſs in, to carry away all cur filth, and to re- 
main as virtuous ſtill. 5 . 

4. It is called a river, to ſhew that it yields a con- 
tinual ſupply, as I may call it, of new and freſh grace. 
Rivers yield continually frefh and new water. For 
though the channel or water- courſe in which the water 
runs is the ſame, yet the waters themſelves are always 
new. That water that but one minute ſince, ſtood in 
this place or that of the river, is now gone, and new 
and freſh is come in its place. And thus it is with 
the river of God, which is full of water; it yieldeth 
continually freſh ſupplies, freſh and new ſupplies of 
grace to thoſe that have buſineſs in theſe waters. And 
thus it is with the river of God, which is full of water; 
j it yieldeth continually freſh ſupplies, freſh and new 
ſupplies of grace to thoſe that have buſineſs in theſe 
waters. And this is the reaſon that when fin is pardon- 
"ed, it ſeems as if it © were carried away.” Thoſe waters 
have with their continual ſtreams, carried away the filth 
1 of the ſinner from before his face. It is not ſo with 
=. ponds, pools, and ciſterns; they will often be foul and 
| tink, if they be not often emptied, and filled again with 
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freſh water. We muſt then put a difference, between 
the grace that dwelleth in us, and this river of water of 
life. We are but as ponds, pools, and ciſterns that 
=_— can hold but little, and ſhall alſo ſoon tink notwith- 
ſanding the grace of God is in us, if we be not often 

, [emptied from veſſel to veſſel *, and filled with freſh 
-grace from this river. But the river is always ſweet, 
Nor can all the filth that is waſhed out of the world, 
make it ſtink or infect it; its water runs, with a con- 
- tinual gliding ſtream, and ſo carries away all annoyance, 

as was ſaid, into the depth of the ſea. | 


\ 
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5. The grace of God is called a river, to ſhew, that 
it is only ſuited to thoſe who © are capable of living 
therein.” Water, though it is that which every 
creature defireth, yet it is not an element in which 
every creature can live. Who is it that would not 
have the benefit of grace, of a throne of grace? even 
none but thoſe whoſe temper and conſtitution is ſuited 
to grace. Hence, as the grace of God is compared to 
a river; ſo thoſe that live by grace are compared to 
FISH, for that, as water is that element in which the 
Fiſh liveth ; ſo grace is that which is the life of the 
ſaint. x „ and there ſhall be a very great multitude of 
fiſh, becauſe theſe waters ſhall come thither; for they 
ſhall be healed, and every thing ſhail live whether the 
river-.cometh ;”” art thou a fiſh, man, art thou a fiſh ? 
canſt thou live in the water? canſt thou hve always, 
rand no where elſe but) in the water? Is grace thy 
proper element? the fiſh dieth if ſhe be taken out of 
the water, unleſs ſhe be timely put in again: the ſaint 
dieth if he be not in this river. Take him from this 
river and nothing can make him live; let him have 
_ water of life enough, and nothing can make him 

be. F | | 1 

I know that there are ſome things beſides fiſn, that 
can make a ſhift to live in the water; but the water 
is not their proper, their only proper element. The 
frog can live in the water, but not in the water only. 
Give ſome men grace and the world, grace and fin ; 
admit them to. make uſe of their luſts for pleaſure, and 
of grace to remove their guilt, and they wil make a 
pretty good ſhift, as we jay; they will finely ſcrabble 
on in a profeſſion; but hold them to grace only, con- 
fine their life to the grace, put them into the river, and 
let them have nothing but river, and they die; the 
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word and way, and nature of grace, is to them as light 
bread, and their ſou] can do nothing but loath it; for 
they are not ſuited and tempered for that element. 
They are fiſh, not frogs, that can live in the river, as 
in their only proper element : wherefore the grace of 
God, and ſpirit of grace is compared to a river, to 
ſhew, that none but thoſe can hve thereby, whoſe fouls 
and ſpirits are ſuited and fitted thereto, 

6. The grace, and ſpirit of grace of God is called or 
compared to a river, to anſwer thoſe unſatiable deſires, 
and to waſh away thoſe mountainous doubts, which 
attend thoſe that indeed do thriſt for that drink. The 
man that thirſteth with ſpiritual thirſt, fears nothing 
more than that there is not .enough to quench his 
thirſt: all the promiſes and ſayings of God's miniſters | 
to ſuch a man, ſeem but as thimbles inſtead of bowls. + 
I mean ſo long as his thirſt: and doubts walk hand 
in hand together. There is not enough in this pro- 
miſe; I find not enough in that -promiiſe to quench the 
drought of my thirſting ſoul. He that thirſteth aright, 
nothing but God can quench his thirſt. < My foul 
thirſteth for God, for Fu living God.” - Well, what 
ſhall be done, for this man? Will his God hour 
him and anſwer his deſires? Mark what follows, 
ce when the poor and needy ſeek water, and there is 
none“ and they can find none, when all the promiſes 
ſeem to be dry, .and like clouds that return after the 
rain) © and their tongue fails for thirſt, I the Lord 

will hear them, I the God of [Iſrael will not forſake 
them.“ Ay, but, Lord, what wilt thou do to quench 
their thirſt? «1 will open the rivers,” faith he, © in 
high places, and fountains in the midſt the valleys. I 1 
will make the wilderneſs a pool of water, and the dry 
land ſprings of water.” Behold ! here are rivers and 
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fountains, a pool, and ſprings, and all to quench the 
thirſt of them that thirſt for God. ; I 

Wherefore, as I ſaid, ſuch proviſion for the thirſty, - 
intimates their fears of want, and the craving appetite 
of their ſouls after God. Right ſpiritual thirſt is not 
to be fatisfied without abundance of grace. And 
they ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied with the fatneſs of 
thy houſe, and thou ſhalt make them to drink of the 
river of thy pleaſure ?* ** 

7. The grace of God is compared to a river, to 
ſhew the greatneſs of the family „of God.” He has 
a family, a great family, and therefore it is not a litile 
that muſt be provided for them. When Iſrael went 
out of Egypt, and thirſted by the way, God provided 
for them a river, he made it guſh out of the rock: for 
alas ! what leſs than a river could quench the thirſt of 
more than ſix 4 pn thouſand men, -beſides. women 
and children? \ „ 7 
I fay what leſs than a river could do it? When the 
people luſted for fleſh, Moſes ſaid “ ſhall the flocks and 
kerds be ſlain for them to- ſuffice them, or ſhall all the 
_ fiſh of the ſea be gathered together for them to ſuffice 
them?“ even fo could not leſs than a river ſuſtain and 

ſuffice that great people: now his people in goſpel-days 
are not to be diminithed but increaſed, and if then they 
had need of a river, ſurely now of a ſea ; but the river 
is deep and: broad, full, and abounds, or riſes with 
water, ſo it will ſuffice. Js | 

8. The grace of God is compared to a river, per- 
haps to ſhew of what a low eſteem it is with the rich 
and the full. The deſtitute indeed embrace the rock 
inſtead of a ſhelter, and the poor and needy, they ſee 
water, but they can drink wine in bowls, that can 
ſolace themſelves with, as they think, better things, 
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they come not to this river to drink; they never fay, 
they ſhall die if they drink not of this water. It is 
therefore for the poor and needy, God will lead them 
to his living fountains of waters, and will wipe away 
all tears from their eyes.“ And thus J paſs the 
ſecond, and come to the third particular, and that is to 
ſhew the head and ſpring from whence this river pro- 
ceeds, or ſprings. = 
Rivers have their heads from whence they rife, out 
of which they ſpring ; and ſo accordingly we read this 
river has; wherefore he ſaith, he ſhewed me a pure 
river of water of life, clear as cryſtal, proceeding out of 
the throne of God, and of the Lamb.” | 
1. God is here to be taken for the whole Godhead, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, for that grace proceeds from 
them all; the grace of the Father, the grace of the Son, 
and grace of the Spirit is here included. Hence, as 
the Father is called, © the God of grace; fo the Son 
is faid to be full of grace, grace to be communicated 
and the Holy Ghoſt is called, © the ſpirit of grace.“ 
50 then by this we perceive whence. grace. comes, 
Were all the world gracious, if God were not gracious, . 
what was man the better? if the Father or the Son, or 
the Holy Ghoſt are gracious, if they were not all 
gracious, what would it profit ? but now God is graci- 
cous, the three perſons in the God- head are gracious, 
and ſo long they that ſeek grace are provided for; for 
that there proceeds from them a river, or grace like a 
flowing ſtream, indeed the original of grace to ſinners 
is the good will of God? none can imagine how loving 
God is to ſinful man. A little of it is ſeen, but they 
that ſee moſt, ſee BUT a little. DT ET 


* Rev. vii. 17. e. V. IO. John i. 14. 16. ' 
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appear, than in his laying down his 
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But there is added, “and of the Lamb.“ The 
Lamb, is, Jeſus as ſacrificed, Jeſus as man, and ſuffer. . 
ing. Hence you have the Lamb, at the firſt viſion of 
the Throne ſet forth unto us, that is, © as ſlain; + 
and JI beheld, and To in the midſt of the throne and of 
the four beafts and in the midſt of the elders, ſtood a 
Lamb as it had been ſlain.” ITS 
| Wherefore by this word Lamb, we are to underſtand, 

who, or by what means grace doth now run from the 
throne of God, like a river to the world. It is becauſe 
of, or through the Lamb. 1 We are juſtified freely 
by the grace of God, through the redemption that is m 
Jeſus Chriſt, whom Ged hath ſet forth to be a propi- 
tiation through- faith in his blood. And again, we 
have redemption through his blood, even the forgive- 

nels of fins, according to the richneſs of God's grace,” $ 
Nor doth the Lamb of God by becoming a means 


through death, of the conveyance of grace to us, at all 


darken the nature or glory of grace, but rather doth ſet 
it off the more. For wherein can grace or love more 
Fife for us ? I ſpeak 
now of the grace of the Son. And wherein could the 
nature and glory of grace of the Father more appear 
than in giving his Son to death for us, that grace 
might in a way of juſtice as well as mercy be beſtowed 
upon the world? wherefore, as he ſaith, here, that the 
river of water of life proceedeth from God, fo he adds, 
that the Lamb, becauſe he would have us, while we 
are entangled and overcome with this river of God's 
pleaſure, not forget what it coſt the Lamb of God that 
this grace might come to us. © | : 
For the riches of grace and of wiſdom is, that grace 
comes to us not only by a way of mercy and compaſ- 
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fion, but in the way of juſtice and equity: but that 
could be by no other means, but by redeeming blood. 
Which redeeming blood came not from us, nor yet 
through our contrivance or advice; wherefore whatever 
it is to the Lamb, ſtill all is of grace to us. Yea, the 
the higher, the greater, the richer is grace, by how 
much more it coſt the Father and the Lamb, that we 
might enjoy it. When a man ſhall not only deſign 
me a purſe of gold, but ſhall venture his life to bring it 
me, this is grace indeed. But alas ! what are a thou- 
5 ſuch ſhort compariſons to the unſearchable love of 
hriſt. 

The Lamb then is he from whom, by, or through 
whom the grace of God doth. come to us. It pro- 
ceeds from the throne of God: and of the Lamb. 
And it proceeds from him now as a donator; from 
him, not only as a means of conveyance, but as one 
that has power to give grace; power as he is the Son 
of man. For as the Son of man, he is the Lamb; 
and as he is the Lamb it cometh from him. The 
Son of man had power or earth to forgive fin,”* and 
that before he had actually paid: to God the price of 
dur redemption. But how much more now? Where 
fore Paul in his prayer for grace and peace for ſaints, 
ſupplicates both God, and the Lamb. Grace to you 
from God the Father, and from our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt.“ + . | ER 

te Proceeding out of the: throne;*”” Formerly: this 
river of waters is ſaid to come from under the threſhold. - 

of the houſe of the Lord.. And it is ſaid again, they 
ſhall go out from Jeruſalem, that is the church or houſe 
of God ſtill. In that they are ſaid to come out 


* Matt. Yo 6. 1 Cor. 1. Zo 2 — 1. 2. Gal. 1. 3. 
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from under the threſhold, it may be to imitate that they 
ran but low formerly, if. compared to what they do 
now. Which might alſo be ſignified by this, © that 
they iſſued out; that that ĩſſues out ordinarily comes 
forth but ſlowly. Alſo the prophet ſaith, the firſt time 


be went through the waters they were but up to the 


ancles.* But what 4s ancle deep to that which follow 
eth after? it is ſaid alſo to come out from Jeruſalem, 
where I perceive, were no great rivers, to intimate that 
as long as the firſt prieſthood, firft temple, and type 
' were in their .ſplendor, only the ſhadow of heavenly 
things were in uſe, and that then grace ran but ſlowly, 
nor would run much faſter, becauſe Jeſus was not yet 
glorified. For the ſpirit and abundance of grace was 
to be given not before, but after his aſcenſion. 

Wherefore, now Jeſus is aſcended; now he is-glori- 
fied ; now grace proceeds © from'the throne, not from 
the threſhald of the houſe. He ſhewed me a pure 
river of water of life, clear as cryſtal, proceeding from 
or out of the throne of God, and of the Lamb. F/ 

The throne] That of which the 'mercy ſeat was a 
type, that which is called the throne of grace. f And 
it is called the throne of grace even therefore, becauſe 
it is that from, or out of which proceeds this river of 
water of life; this overflowing grace of God. Now it 
may be aſked,— << what is the throne of grace?” and 
I.ſhall anſwer, © it is the humanity-of Chriſt. He is 
the throne, he is the Jacob in which God fitteth. And 
he ſhall be for a glorious throne to his father's houſe.$ 
The fulneſs of the Godhead dwells in him bodily; 
and God was in Chriſt reconciling the world unto 
himſelf, nor can grace come to men but by Chriſt, nor 
can God reſt as to our ſalvation but in him. But be- 
cauſe I have ſpoken of this thing more particularly 


Ezek. xlvii. 3. 4. + Exod. XXV. 17. f Hab. iv. 16. 
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upon that text, (Let us therefore come boldly to the 
throne of grace, &c. I ſhall therefore here ſay no more. 

Only methinks it is a glorious title that the Holy 
Ghoſt has given to the humanity of Chriſt, in that he 
calls it the throne of God; and methinks he gives it 
the higheſt preference, in that he ſaith, out thence pro- 


ceeds a pure river of water of life: we will a little there- 


fore ſpeak ſomething to this word (the Throne, the 
Throne of God. 5 

1. A Throne is the ſeat of majeſty and greatneſs: 
it is not for things of an inferior quality to aſcend or 
aſſume a throne. Now then, ſince this river of water 
of life proceeds from the throne, it intimates that in 
grace and mercy there is great majeſty; (for grace, as 
it proceeds, has a voice from the throne.) And indeed 
there is nothing in heaven or earth that can ſo. AWE 
the heart, as the grace of God. It is that which makes 
a man fear, it is that which makes a man tremble, it is 
that which makes a man bow and bend, and break to 
pieces. Nothing has that majeſty, and commanding 
greatneſs in, and upon the hearts of the ſons of men, 
— Gd. | 

So that, I fay, when he faith, that the river of grace 

proceeds out of tie throne of God; it is to ſhew us, 
what a majeſty, what a commanding greatneſs, there is 
in Grace. The love of Chriſt conſtraineth ns. 
When Moſes went up to the mount the firſt time to 
receive the law, he did exceedingly fear and quake. 
Why ? becauſe of the fire and {moke, thick darkneſs. 
and thunder, &c. But when he went up the ſecond 
time thither, © he made haſte and bowed his head 
towards the earth and worſhipped.” But why? be- 

cauſe it was before proclaimed, that « the Lord was 

- gracious and merciful, long ſuffering and abundant in 
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goodneſs and truth: keeping merey for thouſands, for- 
giving iniquity, tranſgreſſion and fin, ce. 
There is nothing over maſtereth the heart like grace, 
and fo obligeth to ſincere and unfeigned obedience ag ' 
that.* „ Examine me, O Lord,” ſaid David, © prove 
me and try my reins and my heart, for thy loving 
kindneſs is before my eyes and I have walked in thy 
truth.” Therefore he faith again, O Lord our God, 
how excellent is thy loving kindneſs in all the earth!“ 
and * that loving kindneſs is marvelious,”” for it has 
that majeſty, and that excellent glory in it, as te 
command the heart and ſubdue fin. And therefore 
grace has given to it the title of ſovereignty, or of one 
that reigns. The throne is called, the throne of 
grace, + that on which it fits and reigns, as well as that 
from pyhence it proceeds. Grace reigns through - | 
righteouſneſs to eternal life by Jefus Chriſt our Lord. 
| Secondly, as a Throne isa ſeat of majeſty and great- 
neſs, and fo can awe; fo it is the ſeat of authority and 
Jegiflative power, and ſo will awe ; this is confirmed 
from what was ſaid but now, grace reigns. Where- 
fore it is expected, that they that hear the word of 
God's grace, {hould ſubmit thereto, and that at their 
-peril. © He that believes not ſhall be damned,” is a 
word of power, of law and authority; and the con- 
temner ſhall find it ſo. Grace proceeds from the 
throne, from the throne of God, and of the Lamb. 
Wherefore, finner, here is laid a neceſſity upon thee, 
one of the two muſt be thy lot, either thou muſt accept 
of God's grace, and be content to be ſaved freely 
thereby, notwithſtanding all thy undeſervings, and un- 
worthineſs, or elſe thou muſt be damned for thy re- 
bellion, and for thy rejecting of this grace. Where 
fare conſider with thyſelf, and think what is beſt to be 
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done. Is it better that thou ſabmit to the grace and 
mercy of God, and that thou accept of grace to reign 
for rhee, in thee, and over thee, than thou ſhouldeſt 
run the hazard of eternal damnation, .becauſe thou 
wouldeſt not be ſaved by grace? conſider this I ſay, 
for “ grace is now in authority, it reigns and proceeds 
from the THRONE.” Now you know, it is danger- 
ous oppoſing, rejecting, deſpiſing or diſowning of them 
in authority: better ſpeak againſt twenty, than againſt 
one that is in authority. If the wrath. of a king, is 
as meſſengers of death; if the wrath of the king 
« is as the. roaring of a lion,” what is the wrath of 
God? and you know, to diſpiſe grace, to refuſe;pardon, 
to be unwilling to be faved from the guilt and puniſh- 
ment due to treaſons, the king's way, ſince that alſo 
is the beft way, how will that provoke? how hot will 
that make wrath ? -but .to accept of grace, eſpecially 
when it is free grace, grace that reigns, grace from the 
throne; how ſweet is it? © His favour is as dew upon 
the graſs.” | 

This therefore calls for thy moſt grave and ſedate 
thoughts. Thou art in a ſtrait, wilt thou fly before 
Moſes, or with David fall into the hands of the Lord? 
wilt thou go to hell for ſin, or to life by grace? one of 
the two, as was ſaid afore, muſt be thy lot; fer grace 
is king, is upon the throne, and will admit of no other 
way to glory. In and by it thou muſt ſtand, if thou 

haſt. any hope, or canſt at all rejoice in hope of the 


glory of God. f 


Thirdly, as the throne .is-the ſeat of majeſty and 
authority, ſo it:is, the higheſt.ſeat of authority. There 
is none above the throne, there is no appeal from the 
throne. There are.inferior courts of judicature, there 
are under- governors, and they may ſometimes perhaps 
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be faulty; wherefore in ſome caſes an appeal from ſuch 


may be lawful or permitted; but from the throne 
none ean appeal. Now grace is upon the throne, 


_ reigns upon the throne, proceeds from the throne.”? 


A man may appeal from the law to the throne, from 
Moſes to Chriſt, from him that ſpake on earth, to 
him that ſpeaks from heaven, but from heaven to 
earth, from Chriſt to Moſes, none can appeal. Moſes 
himſelf has forbid it. For“ Moſes truly faid-unto the 
Fathers, a prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up 
unto you, of your brethern like unto me, him fhall ye 
hear in all things whatſoever he thall ſay unto you, 
and it ſhall come to paſs, that every foul. which will 
not hear that prophet, ſhall be deſtroyed from among 
the people. . 

See here, this NE W prophet judges, in the higheſt 
court he is maſter of grace, the throne by which grace 
reigns; and even Moſes admits, that from himſelf an 
appeal may be made to this prophet : yea, he allows 
that men may flee from himſelf, to-this prophet for re- 

but there muſt be no appeal. from him. Thou 


muſt hear him or die. How ſhall we eſcape, if we 


turn away from him that ſpeaketh from heaven? f 
This therefore is to be duly weighed, and deeply 

conſidered by us. It is not a faint, nor a miniſter, nor 

a prophet, nor an angel that ſpeaks, for all theſe are 


but ſervants, but inferiors : no, it is a © voice from the 


throne,” from authority, from the higheſt authority; 
it is the Lord from heaven. This grace proceeds 
from the throne, and therefore men muſt ſtand and 
fall by what ſhall come from hence. He that comes 


not hither to drink, ſhall die thirſty. He that refuſes 


this water now, ſhall not have fo much as will hang 


upon the tip of his finger (if it would ſave his ſoul) 


* Acts iii. 22 23. ＋ Heb. 12. 25 
D 2 


"as :- THE WATER OF LIFE. 


hereafter. © How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect fo 
great ſalvation.“ * ACE ; 

Apoſtates will therefore from hence- find griping 
pangs and burning coals, for they have turned them- 
| ſelves away from this throne, and from the grace 
that proceeds therefrom; nor is it to any purpoſe 
whatever they plead for themſelves. - They are fallen 
from grace, and what can help them ? Chriſt is become 
of none effet+ unto ſuch, whoſoever it is that ſeeks to 
be juſtified by the law, they are fallen from grace.” 

Fourthly, the throne is the feat of glory (when the 
Son of man {hall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him; then he ſhall fit upon the throne of 
his glory.) And if the throne of judgment is the 
ſeat of glory, much more the throne of grace. We 
will venture then to fay, that the throne of grace 
is the throne of God's glory, as the throne of judg- 
ment will be the throne of Chriſt's glory, and that 
grace proceedeth from his throne, that both it and he 
might have glory, glory in a way of mercy. 

1. That it might have glory; therefore has he de- 
ned, that grace ſhall he effectual in, and to, the ſalva- 
tion of ſome; even to the © praife of the glory of his 
grace, wherein he has made us accepted in his beloy- 


OR e | 


He has deſigned, not the glory of man's works, but 
the. glory 'of his own grace; and therefore has. put 
man's works, as to juſtification before God, under his 
feet, and counts thein as filthy rags ; but has ſet his 
grace up above, has wade it a king, given it authority 
to reign, has provided for it # throne, and called that 


throne the throne of grace, from whence it alſo pro- 


ceeds to its own praiſe and glory, in and by the effec- 


* Heb. l. 3. + Cal. v. 4. 1 Epb. i. 5, 6. 
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tual ſalvation of thoſe that receive it, and receive it not 
2. As grace is exalted, and made proceed out of the 
throne to its own praiſes, to its own glory, fo is it alſo 
thus exalted and made flow to us like a river, that we 
ſhould be the praiſe of the glory of him that hath 
exalted it. We that receive it, and ſubmit unta the 
throne whence it proceeds, have thereby © obtained an 
inheritance, being predeſtinated-acccording to the pur- 
poſe of him who worketh all things after the counſel 
of his own will, that we ſhould be to the praiſe of his 
glory. * So that this throne-1s. a throne of glory. 
« A glorious high throne from the beginning is the 
place of our ſanctuary; now what follows from this, 
but they that accept of this grace, give glory to God, 
to his grace, and to the word of his grace: ſuch I fay, 
glorify God for his mercy : f they glorify God by 
their profeſſed ſubjection to the goſpel of Chriſt, 4 
which is the goſpel, or good tidings of the grace of 
God. & They with Abraham believe and give glory 
to God, and with the Gentiles they glorify the word 
of the Lord. Ex ; = Tat 
But to flight grace, to do deſpite to the ſpirit of 
grace, to prefer our own works to the derogating from 
grace: what is it but to contemn God? to contemn 
him when he is on the throne, when he is on the 
throne of - his glory, I fay it is to ſpit in his face even. 
when he commands thee ro bow before him, to ſubject 
unto him, and to glorify the grace of his glory, that 
proceeds from the throne of his glory If men in old: 
time were damned becauſe they glo:ifi:d him not as 
God, ſhall they not be more, than damned; if more 
than damned can be, who glorify him not for his grace? 


Epheſ. ls un 22 | T Rom. XV. 9. 2. 4 Cor. 9. 13. 
| 8 Acts XX. 24» [! Rom. iv. 20. Acts. Xlils 48. 
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and, to be fure, none glorify him for his grace but 
thoſe that cloſe in therewith, and ſabmit themſelves. 
thereto. . Talkers of grace are but mockers of God, 
flatterers of God. Thoſe that only talk highly of grace, 
and ſubmit not themſelves unto it, are but thoſe that 
praiſe a look, or flatter him in his own conceits, 
Grace God has exalted, has ſet upon the throne, and 
fo made it a king, and given it authority to reign ; and 
thou goeſt by and heareſt thereof, but will not ſubmit 
H thereto, neither thy ſoul, nor thy life: why, 
what is this more than to flatter God. with thy lips, 
and then to lie unto him with thy tongue? what is it 
but to count him leſs wiſe than thyſelf, while he ſeeks 
glory by that, by which thou wilt not glorify him; 
while he diſplays his grace before thee in the world 
from the throne, and as thou goeſt by, with a nod 
thou calleſt it fine thing, but followeſt that which 
leadeth therefrom ? tremble, tremble, ye finners, 
that have deſpiſed the richneſs of his goodneſs. 
The day is coming when ye ſhall behold, and 
wonder, and periſh, if grace prevaileth not with you 
to be content to be ſaved by it to the praiſe of its 
elory*, and to the glory of him who hath ſer it upon 
the throne. + | | | | 
Fifchly, the throne-is the ſeat of wiſdom. Hence 
he is called the aneient of days, that fits on this throne, 
the throne of God, infinite in wiſdom, whoſe garments. 
were white as ſnow, and the hair of his head is like the 
ure wool, his wiſdom is ſet forth unto us. Where- 
tore when we read that out of the throne proceeds a 
river of grace, when we read this proceedeth out of the 
throne. of God, it is as much as to ſay, the wife God, 
who moſt perfectly knoweth all ways, coumeth in his 
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wiſdom, that to ſave men by grace is the beſt, e 1 
ſafe, and ſure way. * Therefore it is of faith that it 


might be by grace, to the end the promiſe might be 


ſure to all the ſeed. And again forgiveneſs is accord= 


ing tothe riches of his grace, wherein he has abound- 
ed towards us, in all wiſdom and prudence.+ Where- 
fore to ſet grace upon the throne, to let grace proce 
out of the throne as a river, _— the wiſe God, the 
only wiſe God, counted the beſt way, the ſafeſt way, 
the way that doth beſt ſuit the condition of a ſinfu 
man, and that tends moſt to the utter diſappointment 
of the devil, and death, and hell. Grace can continue 
to pardon, favour, and ſave from falls, in falls, out of 
Falls. Grace can comfort, relieve and help thoſe that 
have hurt themſelves. And grace can bring the un- 
worthy to glory. This the law cannet do, this man 
cannot do. This angels cannot do, this God cannot 
do, but only by the riches of his grace, through the 
redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. Wherefore ſeei 
God has ſet grace on the throne, and ordered that it 
ſhould proceed from this throne to the world. Yea, 
ſeeing he.has made it king, and granted to it, to it 
only, the authority. and ſovereignity of ſaving ſouls ; he 
has magnified, nat only his love, but his w. dom, and 
his prudence befare the ſons of men. L his then is 
His great device, the maſter piece of all his witty in- 
ventions; and therefore it is ſaid, as was hinted before 
un this thing he hath,proceetled towards us in all wif- 
dom and prudence. . 
So then he that comes to, and drinks of this water, 
gloriſies God, for his wiſdom, praiſes God for his wiſ- 
dom. Such a one ſaith, that God is only wiſe, and 


Ros. iv. 16. t Epheſ. i. 7,8. þ 2 Sam, xiv. 14. 
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owing his head, faith again, to God only wiſe, be 
glory, both now and for ever, Amen. ey 
But he that thall contemn this grace, confronts the 
higheſt wiſdom, even wiſdom upon the throne; he 
ſaith of himſelf, I am wiſer than Daniel, than the 
judgment of God. I could have found out a more 
fafe way to heaven myſelf, and had I been of God's 
council, I would have told him fo. All this ſo hor- 
rible blaſphemy, naturally proceeds from him that 
liketh not that grace thould be king on the throne, and 
ſhould proceed out of the throne to the world; © but 
ſhall he that contendeth with the Almighty, inſtruct 
him ? he that reproveth God, let him anſwer it? r 
The Text ſays, that this very doctrine to the 
. Greeks, to the wiſe, is fooliſhneſs, and the preaching 
of it a fooliſh thing to them, but it will appear even 
then, when the concluſion of all things is come, and 
when theſe wiſe ones by their wiſdem have fooled 
themſelves to hell, that this fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer 
than men, and the weakneſs of God fironger than 
TT --. | 5 i 
Chriſt Jeſus, becauſe he was low in the world, is 
trampl d upon by ſome, but he is a glorious throne at 
his Father's houſe: for fince his humility was the 
loweſt of all, now he is exalted to be the throne of 
God, yea, is made the fountain whence grace con- 
tinually flows like the rivers, and comes down to us 
like a mighty fiream. Wherefore, I will conclude 
this with both comfort and caution ; with comfort and 
that becauſe of the ſecurity that they are under that 
indeed have ſubmitted to grace, “ ſin ſhall not have 
dominion over you, for you are not under the law but 
under grace. And let it be a caution to thoſe that 
- deſpiſe. Take heed, it is dangerous affronting of the 
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wiſdom of God. Now here is the wiſdom of God, 
even wiſdom upon the throne. It pleaſed God, 
« for the glory of his wiſdom,” to make this the way ; _ 
to wit, to ſet up grace to reign, I have often thought, 
and ſometimes faid, if God will be pleaſed, with any 
way, ſurely he will be pleaſed with his own. Nou 
this is the way of his own deviſing, the fruit and effect 
of his own wiſdom wherefore ſinners pleaſe him, 
pleaſe him in that, wherein he is well pleaſed : “ Come 
to the waters, caſt thyſelf into them and fear not 
drowning ; let God alone to cauſe them to carry thee | 
into his paradiſe, that thou mayeſt ſee his throne.” 
Sixthly, the Throne is the ſeat of faithfulneſs, the 
place of performing of engagements and promiles. 
« When I hall receive the congregation, faith Chriſt, 
I will judge uprightly,”* that is faithfully, and now he 
has received it, and is made head over all things to it; 
and for this cauſe is he upon the throne from whence 
proceeds all this grace, that like a river doth flow, and 
glide from heaven into the world. This river then is 
nothing elſe but the fulfilling of promiſes: © If I go 
not away, the comforter will not come ; but if I de- 
part I will ſend him unto you.” + This is that which 
was ſpoken of by the prophet Joel, © And it ſhall come 
to pals in the laſt days (faith God) I will pour out my 
ſpirit upon all fleſh,” &c. Now this river is the ſpirit, 
the ſpirit and grace of God, which was promiſed by 
the Father and the Son, and now it comes running 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb. For 
being now by the right hand of God exalted, and ha- 
ving received of the Father the promiſe of the ſpirit, he 
hath ſhed forth that which ye now ſee and hear.“ J | 


* Pal. Ixxv. 2. Epheſ. xxii 23. + John xvi. 7. 
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Behold then how mindful, how careful, how faith- 
Ful our Father and the Lamb. of God is! It is not 
exaltation, nor a crown, nor a kingdom, nor a throne, 
that ſhall make him neglect his poor ones on earth; 


Vea, therefore, even becauſe he is exalted and on the 


throne, therefore it is that ſuch a river with its golden 
ſtreams, proceeds from the Throne to come'unto us. 
And it ſhall proceed to be far higher than ever was the 
ſwellings of Jordan. True, it runs not ſo high now, 
A in former days, becauſe of the curſe of God upon 
Antichriſt, by whoſe means the land of God's people is 
full- of briars and thorns; * but when the tide is at 
the loweſt, then it is neareſt the riſing ; and this river 
will riſe, and i in a little time, be no more ſo low as but 
ancle deep; it will up to the knees, to the loins, + and 
be a broad river to ſwim in. For there the glorious 


Lord ſhall be unto us a place of broad rivers and 


ſtreams,” t and there ſhall be no more curſe in the 
church, & but the I hrone of God and of the Lamb 
ſhall be in it, and his ſervants ſhall ſerve him, that is 
without moleſtation. | 
« Theſe ſayings are faithful and ras.” and in faith- 
fulneſs ſhall they from the throne of God and of the 


Lamb, be performed to the church. Faithfulneſs in 
him that rules, is that which makes Sion rejoice ; be- 


cauſe thereby the promiſes yield milk and honey. 


For now the faithful God, that keepeth covenant per- 
forms to his church, that which he told her he would. 


Wherefore our rivers ſhall run, and our brooks yield 
honey and butter. / 

Let this teach all God's 3 to expect, to look, 
and wait for good things from the Throne. But oh, 
methinks, this throne, out of which good comes like a 


* Iſa. Xii. 133 14, 15 16, 17. + Ezek. xlvii. bi $2 
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juſtly forgive: now if he can juſtly juſtify an 
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river who would not but be a ſubjet to it? who 


would not but worſhip before it? But, 
Seventhly, a Throne is © the ſeat of juſtice. Juſtice 


and judgment are the habitation: of thy Throne.* 


And it is alſo from juſtice that this river of grace flows 
to us; Juſtice to Chriſt, and juſtice to thoſe that are 
found in him, God declares that he can juſtly Jane 

juſtly 
forgive; + then can he give grace, and cauſe that it 
proceed to, yea, flow after us as a river. The river 
that guſhed out of the rock in the wilderneſs ran after 
the people there, wherefore they wandered therein. 


They drank of the rock that followed them, the rock 


was not removed out of his place, but the Hood follow- 
ed them whither they went. 5 He opened the rock 
and the waters guſhed out, they ran in dry places like a 
river,” |} 

This rock, faith he, was Chriſt, that is, figuratively, 
and this Throne is Chriſt really, and the water guſh- 
ing out of the rock, and the following of them in the 
wilderneſs was to ſhew how when Chrift became a 
Throne, grace and goodneſs ſhould follow us to the. 


wilderneſs from thence ſo long as here we abide. 


Wherefore David conſidering this, faid, © ſurely good 


neſs and mercy ſhall FOLLOW me all the days of 


my life, and I will dwell in the houſe of the. Lord for 


| ever, ** 


But when muſt this come? The Text ſays from 
the Throne; from the Throne, the ſeat of Juſtice; 
for from thence, by reaſon of what HE hath found in 
Chriſt for us; he in a way of righteouſneſs and juſtice, 
lets out to us rivers of his pleaſures ; 3 whoſe original is 


* Pal. Ixxxix. 14 f Rom. iii. 24. 1 John i 1. ge 
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that great and wide ſea of mercy that flows 1 in his i in- 
fintite heart beyond thought. 

All is paid for both US and grace.“ We are 
bought with a price. He has obtained eternal re- 
demption for us; yea, and as. we are made his, and 
heaven made ours thus, ſo this river of grace has been 
alſo obtained by him for us. Wherefore all comes to 
us in a way of juſtice and righteouſneſs. Hence we 
are faid to obtain “ faith through the righteouſneſs of 
God; f that is through the juſtice of God, and of 
Jeſus our Lord, Mark here as the juſtice of God, 
and the juſtice of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: and we have 
our faith from the juſtice of God, becauſe of the righte- 
ouſneſs of Feſus Chriſt our Lord; that is, Jeſus anſwer- 
ed with works of juſtice the demands of juſtice; and 
therefore in a way or juſtice, grace reigns and comes to 
us like a river, as is ſignified, for that it is faid to come 
to us out of the hrone. 

Again, grace is faid © to reiyn through righteouſneſs 
. unto eternal life.“ f Through what righteouſneſs ? 

the righteouſneſs or juſtice of God by Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. By Jeſus Chriſt, or for his fake. For his fake 
have I faid, we are forgiven and for his fake have all 
things pertaining to life and Godlineſs. Which all 
things come to us, through, or down the ſtream of this 
river in a way of juſtice, and therefore it is ſaid to come 
from the throne. 

Eightly, this Throne is the feat of grace and mercy; ; 
and therefore it is called the mercy-ſeat and I hrone of 
grace. | his throne turns all into grace, all into 
mercy ! This throne makes all things work together 
for good. It is ſaid of Saul's ſons, they were not 
buried after they were hanged, until water dropped 


* Cor, vi. 20. Heb. ix. 12. John vii. 39 + 2 Pet. 
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upon them out of heaven.“ And it may be ſaid of us, 
there is nothing ſuffered to come near us, until it is . 
waſhed in that water that proceeds from the 'I hrone 
of grace. Hence afflictions flow from grace; perſecu- 
tions flow from grace; poverty, ſickneſs, yea, death 
itſelf is now made ours by the grace of God through 
Chriſt. O grace! O happy church of God! All 
things that happen to thee are for Chriſt's fake turned 
into grace. '| hey talk of the Philoſopher's ſtone and 
how, if one had it, it would turn all things into gold. 
Oh! but can it turn all things into grace F; can it make 
all things work together for good? No, no, this 
quality, virtue, excellency, what ſhall I call it, nothi 
has in it, but the grace that reigns on the Throne of 
Grace; the river that proceeds from the Throne of 
God. Thus turns majeſty, authority, the higheſt 
authority, glory, wiſdom, faithfulneſs, juſtice, and all 
into grace. Here is a Throne! God let us ſee it. 
John had the honour to ſee, and the ſtreams proceed- 
ing from it. O ſweet fight ! „He ſhewed me a pure 


river of water of life, proceeding out of the Throne f 


God.” : | 
Indeed, as was hinted before, in the days of the 
reign of Antichriſt there are thoſe viſions of this 
Throne, nor of the river that proceedeth therefrom ; 
now he holdeth back the face of his Throne; and 
ſpreadeth a cloud upon it: but the preſerving, ſaving 
benefits thereof we have, as allo have all the ſaints in 
the moſt cloudy and. dark darks. And fince we can 
ſee fo little we muſt believe the more: and by believing 
give glory to God. We muſt alſo labour for more 
clear ſcripture knowledge of this throne ; for the holy 
word of God is the perſpective-glaſs, by which we may, 


* 2 Sam. xxi. 10. 14. f Plal. cxix. 67. WY Cor. lik 
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and the magnifying-glaſs that will cauſe us to behold 
with open face the glory of this Lord.* 

But methinks 1 have yet faid nothing of this 
Throne, which is indeed none other but the ſpotleſs, 
and glorified humanity of the» Son of God. This 
Throne is the Lord Jeſus, this grace comes from the: 
divine majeſty as dwelling bodily in the Lord Jeſus. 
« Wheretore let us fall down before the Throne, and 
caſt our crowns at the foot of the Throne, and give 
thanks to him that ſits upon the Daun, and to the 
Lanib for ever and ever. 

O how ſhou'.! Jeſus be eſteemed of the throne of 
the king is a royal ſear.+ It is ſaid of Solomon's there 
was not its like in ANY kingdom; but of this it may 
be ſaid, there is not its like in heaven and earth. At 
the ſerting up of this Throne the angels flocked round 
about it, and the beaſts and the elders gathered together 
to ſee it.. When this Throne was ſet in heaven, 
there was ſilence, all the heavenly hoſt had no leiſure 
to talk: they were ſurpriſed with fight and wonder. 
When this I hrone was ſet in heaven, what talk there 
Was, it was as the muſic of the trumpet. 

„ And behold,” ſays John, a door was opened in 
heaven; and the firſt * J heard, was as it were of a 
trumpet talking with me which ſaid, come up hither, 
and I will ſhew thee things which muſt be hercaften. 

And immediately I was in the ſpirit, and behold A 
Throne was ſet in heaven, and one ſat upon the 
throne ? 

Inis Throne was Jeſus Chriſt exalted, Set, that is 
lifted up, not as upon the croſs, to the contempt and 
ſcorn or his perſon, but as | faid to the wonderment of 
the four beaſts, and the elders, and all the angels in 
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heaven. A Throne was ſet in heaven, and one ſat 
on the Throne ;”” that is God. And this intimates, 
his defirable feſt forever; for to ſit is to reſt, and Chriſt 
is his reſt for ever. Was it not therefore well worth 
the ſeeing? yea, if John had taken the pains to go up 
thither on his hands and knees; I fay, to ſee the Lord 
Jeſus as a throne, ſet in heaven, and the glory of God 


reſting and abiding upon him, and giving out by him 


all things, not only his word, but all his diſpenſations 
and providences to the end of the world? and this 
bleſſed thing among the reſt, —* even a pure river of 
water of lite, clear as cryſtal.” Coe „ 
But I leave this, and proceed to the fourth thing; 
namely, to the nature and quality of this water. 
It is ſaid to be“ pure and clear, pure and clear as 
cryſtal; and he ſhewed me a pure river of water of 
life, clear as cryſtal.” I know that there is a two fold 
quality in a thing, one with reſpect to its nature, the 
other with reſpect to its operation. The firft of theſe 
is inherent and remaineth in the ſubject being as ſuch, 
and ſo for the moſt part uſelefs.— The other is put 
forth then when it meeteth with fit matter on which it 
it may freely work. As to inſtance, agua vitæ, the very 
metaphor here-made uſe of, hath a quality inherent in 
it, but keep it ſtopt up in a bottle and then who will 
may faint notwithſtanding; but apply it, apply it fitly, 
and to ſuch as have need thereof, and then you may 
ſee its quality by the operation. This water or river 
of grace, is called, I fay, The water of life, and ſo con- 
ſequently, has a moſt bleſſed inherent quality, but its 
operation is ſeen by its working, the which it doth 
only then, when it is adminiſtered, and received for 
thoſe ends for which it is adminiſtered. For then it 
revives where life 1s, and gives life where it is not. 
And thus far in the genera! have we ſpoken to it 
already. We will therefore in this place more par- 
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ticularly, though briefly, ſpeak a few words unto it. 
Firſt then, this: water of life is the very ground-work 
of life in us. Ihe ground-work of life for us, is the 
paſſion and merits of Chriſt, this is that for the fake 
of which grace is given unto us, as is intimated by the 
text: it proceeds from the Throne of God, who is 
Chriſt. Chriſt then having obtained grace for us, muſt 
needs be precedent as to his merit, to that grace he 
hath So obtained. Beſides it is clear that the fpirit 
and grace comes from God through him: therefore as 
to the communications of grace to us, it is the fruit of 
his merit and purchaſe. But I ſay, in us, grace is the 
ground work of life; for though we may be faid to 
live virtually in the perſon of Chriſt before God; yet 
we are dead in ourſelves, and ſo muſt be, until the 
fpirit be poured upon us from on high ; for the ſpirit is 
life and its graces are life, and when that-is infuſed by 
God from the Throne, then we live and not till then. 
And hence it is called as before, living water, the water 
of life ſpringing up in us everlaſting life. The ſpirit 
then, and graces of this ſpirit, which is the river here 
ſpoken of, is that, and that only, which can cauſe us to 
live ;that being life to the ſoul, as the ſoul is life to the 
body. All men therefore, as was ſaid before, (though 
elect, though purchaſed by the blood of \ Chriſt) are dead, and 
muſt be dead, until the ſpirit of life from God and his 
Throne ſhall enter into them; until they ſhall drink it 
in by vehement thirſt as the parched ground drinks in 

the rain. Ns > Eo 5 | 
Now when this living water is received, it takes up 
its ſeat in the keart, whence it ſpreads itſelf to the 
wakening of all the powers of the ſoul. For as in the 
firſt creation the ſpirit of God moved upon the face of 
the waters, in order to putting that creature into that 
excellent faſhion and harmony which now we behold 
with our eyes; even ſo the new creation, to wit, the 
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making, us new to God, is done by the overſpreading 
of the fame ſpirit alſo. For the ſpirit, as I may ſo ſay, 
fitteth and broodeth upon the powers of the ſoul, as 
the hen doth on cold eggs, till they wax warm and re- 
ceive life. The ſpirit then warmeth us, and bringeth 
the dead and benumbed foul for /+ it is before conver- 
im) toa godly ſenſe and underitanding of ſtates, of 
ſtates both natural and ſpiritual : and this is the be- 
ginning of the work of the ſpirit by which the ſoul is 
ou capab:e of underſtanding what God, and him- 
ſelf is. 

And this drinking in of the. ſpirit, is rather as the 
ground drinks in rain, than as a rational ſoul does 
through ſenfe of the want thereof. 
Ihe ſpirit alſo garniſheth the ſoul with ſuch things 
as are proper for it to the making of it live that life 
that by the word of God is called for. 

It implanteth light, repentance, faith, love, deſires 
after God, hope, fincerity, and what elſe is neceſfary 
for making a man a ſaint: theſe things I ſay, are the 
Fruits and effects of this ſpirit, which as à river of water 
of life proceedeth forth of the Throne of God and of 
the Lamb. x Hence the ſpirit is called the ſpirit of 
faith, the ſpirit of love, and the ſpirit of a ſqund mind; 
for that the ſpirit, is the root and original of all theſe. 
—2 by his operations in, and upon the face of the 
loul. | 

But again, as this living, water, this ſpirit and grace 
thereof, doth thus: ſo it alſo maintains theſe things 
once planted | in the ſoul, by its continual waterings 
of them in. the ſoul. Hence he ſaith, will water 
it every moment 1 * 2 his OED the 


* 2 Cor. ive 13. Gal. ve 22. 2 Tin. | le Js t Iſa, 
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. ſoul of the church, the graces of the church; and ſo | 
the ſoul and graces of every godly man. 
And becauſe it fo happeneth, ſometimes, that ſome 
of theſe things wherewith the Holy Ghoſt has beauti- 
fied the ſoul, may languiſh to a being, if not qulte 
dead, yet ready to die: * therefore he doth not only 
refreſh and water our ſouls but renew the face thereof, 
by either quickening to life that which remains, or by 
ſupplying of us with that which is new, to our godly 
perſeverance and. everlaſting life. Thus thou water- 
eſt the earth, and watereſt it; thou greatly enricheſt it 
with the river of God.“ + Tor”, 
For this muſt be remembered, that as the herb that 
1s planted, or feed ſown, needs watering, with continual 
_ . ſhowers of the mountains; ſo our graces implanted in 
us by the ſpirit of grace, muſt alſo be watered by 
the rain of Heaven. Thou watereſt the ridges 
thereof abundantly, thou ſetteſt the furrow theredf, 
thou makeſt it ſoft with ſhowers, thou bleſſeſt the 
ſpringing thereof. T Hence he ſays that our graces | 
ſhall grow. But haw? © I will be as dew unto 
Iſrael, he ſhall grow as the lily, and caſt forth his roots 
as Lebanon. His branches ſhall ſpread: and his. beauty 
ſhall be as the olive tree, and his imell as Lebanon. 
They that dwell under his ſhadaw return, they ſhall 
' Tevive as the corn, and grow as the vine, the ſcent 
thereof ſhall be as the wine of Lebanon j**$ or as he 
faith in another place; The Lord ſhall guide thee 
.cont;nually, and fatisfy thy ſoul in droughts, and make 
fat thy bones: and thou. ſhalt be like a watered garden, 
and like a ipring of water wWhoſe waters fail not. 
- There is beſides this, another bleſſing that comes to 
us by this living water, and that is the bleſſing of 


Rev. ili. 1. 2, 3. f Pſal. Ixv. 9. f Pal. Ixv. 10. 
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communion. All the warmth that we have in our 


communion it is the warmth of the ſpirit. When a 


company of faints are gathered together in the name of 


Chriſt to perform any ſpiritual exerciſe, and their ſouls 
be edified, warmed and made glad therein, it is becauſe 
this water, this river of water of life, has in ſome of 
the ſtreams thereof, ran into that aſſembly. Then are 
Chriſtians like thoſe that drink wine in bowls, merry 
and glad; for that they have drank into the ſpirit, and 

had their fouls refreſhed with the ſweet gales, and 

ftrong wine thereof. This is the feaſt that Iſaiah ſpeaks - 
of when he faith, „In this mountain ſhall the Lord 


of hoſts make unto all the people a feaſt of fat things, | 


a feaſt of wine on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, 
of wines on the lees, well refined.“ This is called in 


another place, the communion of the Holy Ghoſt.”+ T? 


Now he warmeth ſpirits, uniteth ſpirits, revives, 
cheriſheth, quickeneth, ſtrengtheneth graces ; renews 
aflurances, brings old comforts to mind, weakens Juſt, 


| imboldeneth and raiſet a ſpirit of faith, of love, of 


hope, of progeny and makes the word a blefling, medi- 


tation a bleſfing, and duty very delightful to the ſou], 


Without this water of life, communion is weak, flat, 
cold, dead, fruitleſs, lifeleſs ; there is nothing ſeen, felt, 
heard, or underſtood in a ſpiritual and heart-quickening 
way. Now ordinances are burdenſome, fins ſtrong, 
faith weak, hearts hard; and the faces of our ſouls: 
dry, like the dry and parched ground. 1 
This drink alſo revives us, when tempted, When 

ſick, when perſecuted,” when in dark, and when we 
faint for thirſt. The life of religion is. this water of 
life; where that runs, where that is received, and where 
things are done in this ſpirit, there all things are well : 


the Church thirſty, the ſoul thirſty, graces thirſty, and 


1 Iſa. xxv. 6. | + 2 Cor, Xiila 14. 
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44 | 
all is well, And this hint I thought convenient to be 
given of this precious water of life, that is with refer- 
enee to the operative quality of it. 
I ſhall come in the next place, to ſpeak of it, as to 
the other deſcriptions which John doth give us of it. 
He fays it is, —“ 1. Pure.—2. Clear.— 3. Clear to a 
compariſon. . And he ſhewed me a pure river of water 
of life, clear as cryſtal.” | | 
Firſt, you read here, that this water of life is PURE, 
that is, alone without mixture, for ſo ſometimes the 
the word [PURE] is to be underſtood. As. where is 
faith pure, pure olive o1];* pure frankincenfe ; pure 
gold; pure blood of the grape, and the like: fo then 
when he faith, he ſhewed me a pure river of water 
of life,” it is as if he had ſaid, he ſhewed me a river 
of water that was all living, all life; and that had no- 
+ thing in it but life. There was no death, or deadneſs, 
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r flatneſs in it: or as he faith a little after, © and there 
' , fhall be no more curſe. A pure river.“ There is 


not fo much as a grudge, or a piece of an upbraiding 
fpeech found therein. There is in it nothing but 
heart, nothing but love, nothing but grace, nothing 
but life. © he gifts and calling of God are without 


., repentance.”  . 


Secondly, [PURE] is fometimes ſet in oppoſition, 
to ſhew, or appearance; as where he ſays, The ſtars | 
are not pure, 4 that is, not ſo without mixture of dark- 
neſs, as they ſeem to be: ſo again, © if thou waſt pure 
and upright,” that is, as thou ſeemeſt to be, or as 
thou wouldeſt have us believe thou art. 7 

| Now take pure in this ſenſe here, and then the 
meaning is, it is grace without deceit, without guile; 


* Exod. XXvii. 20. chap. xxx. 34+ chap. Xv. 11. 17. 
Deut. xxxii. 14. | T Rom. xi. 2» Job V. 5. 
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its ew, and its ſubſtance is the ſame; it has nothing 
but ſubſtance in it; it is indeed what it ſeems to be in 
bulk; its a river in ſhew, and a river indeed. It comes 
from God and from his Throne in appearance, and 
really it comes from his very heart. | IE 
The great fear of the tempted is, that there is not fo 
much grace in God, and that he is not ſo free of it as 
ſome ſcriptures feem to import. But this word 
PURE is levelled againſt ſuch objections and objectors, 
for the deſtroying of their doubts, and the relieving of 
their fouls. J'here is no fraud, nor guile, nor fable in 
the buſineſs; for though God is pleaſed to preſent us 
with his grace under the notion of a river, it is not to 
delude our fancies thereby; but to give us fome ſmall 
illuſtration of the exceeding riches of his grace, which 
as far for quantity out ſtrips the biggeſt rivers as the 
moſt mighty mountain doth the leaft ant's egg, or atom 
in the world. | ; 5 : 
Thirdly, but again this word (pure) is ſet in oppoſi- 


tion to that which is hurtful and deſtructive. I am 


pure from the blood of all men ;* that is, I have hurt 
nobody. The wiſdom that is from above is firſt pure, 
it is not hurtful, Do you count them pure with the 
wicked balances ? how can that be, ſince they are hurt- 
ful? Bhs 5 | 355 
Now take = in this ſenſe here, and then it in- 
timates that the grace of God, and the doctrine of 
grace, is not à hurtful thing. It is not as wine of an 
intoxicating nature.+ If a man be filled with. it, it 
will do him no harm: The belt of the things that are 
in this world are ſome way hurtful, wine is hurtful, 
ſilver and gold are hurtful ; but grace is not hurtful. Tr 
Never did man yet catch harm by the enjoyment and 


* Acts XX. 26. Jam. iii. 17. Mich. vi. IIs +. Eph. Yo 8. | 
} Prov. xkv. 16, 17. chap. Xx. Is I Tim. vi. 10. 
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" fulneſs of the grace of God. There is no fear of ex- 
ceſs, or of ſurfeiting here. Grace makes no man 
proud, no man wanton, no man haughty, no man 
careleſs, or negligent as to his duty that is incumbent 
upon him, either from God or man: no, grace keeps a 
man low in his own eyes, humble, . ſelf-denying, 
penitent, watchful, ſavory, in good things, charitable; 
and makes him kindly affectionate to the brethren, 
pitiful and courteous to all men. . | 
True, there are men in the world that abuſe the 
ce of God, as ſome are faid to © turn it into wanton- 
neſs, and into làſciviouſneſs.. * But this is not becauſe 
grace has any ſuch tendency, or for that it worketh 
any ſuch effect: but becauſe ſuch men are themſelves 
empty of grace, and have only done, as death and hell 
hath done with wiſdom, © heard the fame thereof with 
their ears. It is a dangerous thing for a man to have 
the notions of grace while his heart is void of the ſpirit 
and holy principles of grace; for ſuch a'man can do-no 
other than abuſe the grace of God. Alas, what can 
be expected of him that has nothing in him to teach 
him to manage that knowledge of grace which he has, 
but his fleſh,. his luſts, and luſtful paſſions ? can theſe 
teach him to manage his knowledge well? will they 
not rather put him upon all tricks, evaſions, irreligious 
conſequences and concluſions, fuch as will ſerve to 
_ "cheriſh fin? what Judas did with Chriſt, that a grace- 
leſs man will do with grace, even make it a ſtalking 
horſe to his fleſhly and vile defigns; and rather than 
fail betray both it and the profeſſion of it, to the great- 
eſt enemies it has in the world.. - pps 
And here I may fay, though grace is pure, and not 
hurtful at all; yet one altogether carnal, ſinful, . and 
graceleſs, having to do with the doctrine of it, by the 
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force of his luſts which tamper with it, he will una- 
voidably bring himſelf into the higheſt ruins thereby. 
An unwary man may deſtroy himſelf by the beſt of 
things, nar becauſe there is in ſuch things, an aptneſs 
to deſtroy; but becauſe of the abuſe and miſuſe of them. 
Some know the way of Life,* the Water of Life, by 
knowledge that is naked and ſpeculative only ; and it 
had-been better for ſuch if they had not known than' 
to know, and turn from what they know; than to 
know and make that knowledge ſubſervient to their 
luſts. Some receive the rain of God, and the drop- 
pings of his clouds, becauſe they continually fit under 
the means of his grace. But alas ! they receive it as 
ſtones receive ſhowers, -or as -dunghills receive rain: 
they either abide as hard ſtones ſtill, or elſe return no- 
thing to heaven for his mercy, but as the dunghilk do, 
a company of ſtinking fumes. Theſe are they that 
drink in the rain that comes often upon them, and 
that inſtead of bringing forth herbs meet for the dreſſer, 
bring forth briars and.thorns : and theſe are they who 
are nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to be burned. + 
Faurthly, by this word (pure) I .underſtand fome- 
times the. chiefeſt good, the higheſt good. There are 
many, things that -may be called good, but none of 
them are good, as grace is good.: All things indeed 
are pure, that is, all creatures in themfelyes are good 
and ſeruiceable to man, but they are not ſo good as 
grace. There is a generation that are pure, that are 
good in their own eyes. 5 There are good men, good 
conſciences, good works, good days, good angels, &c. 
but none. ſo good as grace, for it is grace that has made 
them ſo. Grace, this water of life, therefore is good, 
ſuper latively good, good in the higheſt degree; for 
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that it makes all things good ; and preſerveth them 


good. And whatever it be that this water of life waſh- 
eth not, it is evil and given to the curſe, as the Prophet 
. intimates where he faith, © But the miry places thereof, 
and the marſhes thereof, ſhall not be healed, they ſhall 
be given to ſalt.* a 
But who underſtands this, who believes it? its 
oodneſs is kept cloſe from -the fowls of the air. 
en, moſt men are ignorant of the goodneſs of it, nor 
do they care to enquire after the enjoyment of this 
pure, this good. water of life. The reaſon is, becauſe 


though it is good in itſelf, good in the higheſt degree, 


and that which makes all things good: yet it is not 
ſuch a good as is ſuited to a carnal appetite. There is 
good; and there is ſuitable good: now ſuitable good is 
of two ſorts; either ſuch as is ſpiritual, or ſuch as is 
temporal. That which is ſpiritual, is deſired only of 
them that are ſpiritual ; for temporal good will ſatisfy 

a carra! mind. Now grace is a ſpiritual good; this 
river of graee is the goodneſs of ſpiritual good. It is 
the original life of all the grace in our ſouls: no mar- 
vel then, if it be ſo little ſet by thoſe that are carnally 


minded. Hay will ſerve a horſe, and mire will ſerve a 


ſow; ſo things of this life ſuit beſt with the men of 
this world, for their appetite is groſs aud carnal, that 


favour not the things that be of the ſpirit of God. 


& The natural man receiveth not the things that be of 
the ſpirit of God;“ (the things that be of this river of 
God) “ for they are fooliſſneſs unto him: neither can 
he know them, hecauſe they are fpiritually diſcerned. 7 


This is a river of oil whick the prophet ſpeaks of, the 


river of ſpirit. Were it a river of gold and ſilver, there 


would be odd fiſhing on the banks thereof, But it is 
a rixer «that runs like oil, faith the Lord God. | 
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This rock pours us out rivers of oil, freſh oil, ſoft oil, 
ſweet oil, the oil of joy, the oil of gladneſs, oil to 
anoint the head withal, oil to make the face-to ſhine, 
oil by which thou wilt be made able to honour both 
God and man in ſome good meaſure as becometh 


thee. * | 


I might have enlarged upon this head, and have 
ſhewed you many more particulars wherein this term 
of (pure) might ſerve for the better ſetting forth of the 
excellency of this water of life, but I ſhall proceed no 
farther upon this, but will come to that which remains. 
_ "Secondly, as this river of water of life is faid to be 
pure, ſo it is ſaid to be (clear). He ſhewed me a 
pure river of water of life, clear”. This term has alſo 
its peculiar ſignification, and therefore ought be heeded. 

1. (Clear) is ſet in oppoſition to dark, therefore 
ſome are ſaid to be clear as the ſun. And again, © the 

light ſhall not de clear nor dark.“ T In both theſe 
places (clear) is to be taken for lig't, day-light, ſun- 
light; for indeed it is never day, nor ſun-ſhine with 
the ſou), until, the ſtreams of this river of lite come 
gliding to our doors, into our houſes, into cur hearts. 
Hence the beginning of converſion is called illumina- 
tion: yea, the coming of this river of water of life 
unto us is called the day- ſpring from on high, through 
the tender mercy of our God. f It is alſo called the 
-dawning of the day. 8 And hence again, theſe men 
into whom this river of water of life comes not, are 
ſaid „ to be dark, darkneſs. Ye were ſometimes 
darkneſs, but now ye are light in the Lord.“ Where- 


* Job xxix. 6. Plal. xcii. 10. Pſa). Ive 21. Ta. Ixi. 
4. Pſal. xlv. 7. Eccl. ix. 8. Pal. civ. 15. Judy. ix. 
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fore this: water is like Jonathan's honey, it hath a 


faculty to open the eyes, to make them that fit in 


darkneſs ſee a great light.* The light of the know- 
led e of the glory of God in the fave of Jeſus Chriſt. 
od who commanded the light to ſhine out of 

4 . hath ſhined in our hearts to give the light“ 
(the ſpirit that enlighteneth and giveth the light) © of 


the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus 


Chriſt,” This river cafteth beams where it goes, 
like the beams of the ſun ; it ſhines, it caſts out rays of 
glory unto thoſe that drink thereof. "The ſtreams of 
this grace were they that overtook Saul when he was 
going to Damaſcus, they were the waters of this flood 
that compaſſed him round about.? And if you will 
believe him, he faith this light from Heaven was a 
great light, a light above the brightneſs of the ſun, a 
light that did by the glory of it, make dark to him al 
the things in the world. 

2. Clear] is ſet in oppoſition ©« to that which i is not 


pleaſing.” For to be (clear) is to be pleaſant. “ Hence 
it is ſaid truly the light is ſweet, and a pleaſant thing it 
is for the eyes to behold the ſun. & I read of rivers 


that looked red as blood, that ſtank like the blood of a 


dead man: but this is no ſuch river. I read of rivers 
whoſe ſtreams are like ſtreams of brimſtone, fiery 


ſtreams, ſtreams of burning pitch :* but this is none of 
them. There is a river beſides all theſe, * clear and 
pleaſant, the ſtreams whereof ſhall make glad the city 


of God.“ 


There are waters that doves love to ſit by, becauſe 
by the clearneſs of their ſtreams, they can ſee their 
pretty __— as in a glaſs. 


T x Sam. xiv. 27+ Mal. 1 iv. 16. 9 2 Cor. iv. 16. 4 Acts 
ix. 3. Chap» XXVi. 13. G Eccl. xi. 7. {| 2Kings 1 iii. 224 
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Theſe be the ſtreams where doves waſh their eyes, 
and by which they ſolace themſelves, and take great 
content, Theſe ſtreams. are inſtead (as I faid) of a 


looking glaſs ;. their clearneſs preſents us with an op- 


portunity of ſeeing our own features. As in fair 


waters, a man may ſee the body of the ſun, and of the 


moon, and of the ſtars, and the very body of Heaven ; 
ſo he that ſtands upon the bank of this river, and that 
waſheth his eyes with this water, may fee the Son of God, 
the ſtars of God, the glory of God, and the habiration 
that God has prepared for his people. And are not 
theſe pleaſant ſights? Is not this excellent water? Has 
not this river pleaſant ſtreams ? 1285 
3. Clear] is ſet in oppoſition to dirty water and 
muddineſs. I read of ſome waters that are fouled witng 
the feet of beaſts, and with the feet of men, yea, and 
deep waters ioo. Yea, faith God to ſome, ye have 


drunken of the deep waters, © and have fouled the re- 


ſidue with your feet, and again, as for my flock 
they eat that which ye have trodden with your feet, 
and they drink that which ye. have fouled with your 
feet. Theſe waters are doctrines contained in the 
text, muddied and dirtied by the faiſe gloſſes and 
ſluttiſn opinions of eroneous judgments ; of which the 
poor ſheep have been made to drink. And verily this 
is apparent enough, by the very colour and hue of 
thoſe paor ſouls : for though the truth of God was in 
them, yet the very ſtain of tradition and ' ſuperſtition 
might be alſo ſeen in their ſcales. For as the fiſh of 
the river receive, by being there, the changeable colours 
of the waters, ſo profeſſors what doctrine they hear 


and drink, do look like that. If their doctrines are 


muddy, their notions are muddy; if their doctrines are 
bloody, their notions and tempers are bloody: but if 


*Ezek. xxxiv. 18, 19. 
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their doctrines are clear, ſo are their notions, for their 
doctrines has given them a clear underſtanding of 
things. 2: ET | 
2 here we have a river of water of life, that is 
clear, clear without dirt, and mud. Clear without the 
human inventions and muddy conceptions of unſancti- 
fed, and uninſtructed judgments ; yea, here you have a 
river, the ſtreams whereof lie open to all in the church, 


ſo that they need not thoſe inſtruments of conveyance 


that are foul, and that uſe to make water ſtink, if theß 
receive it to bring it to them that have need. 

4. By [clear] we fometimes underſtand purgation; 
or that a thing has purged itſelf, or is purged from 
thoſe ſoils, and imputations of evil wherewith ſome- 
times they have been charged. Then ſhalt thou 
be clear from this thy oath, or how ſhall we clear our- 
ſelves.* Something of this ſenſe may be in the text, 
for if men are not afraid, to charge (vod with folly, 
which is intimated by, that thou mighteſt be clear 
when thou art judged,” + will they think you, be 
afraid to impute evil to his word, and grace, and ſpirit ? 
no verily ; they are bold enough at this work. Nay, - 
more than this, even from the foundation of the world, 
men have caſt ſlanders upon, and imputed baſe things 
unto the bleſſed grace of the goſpel. But not to look 
fo far back, Paul was one of the pipes through which 
God conveyed this grace to the world: and what was 
he counted for his io doing, but © a peſtilent fellow, 
and a mover of ſedition throughout the whole world. 

But behold no imputation can ſlick on the grace of 
God, not ſtick long, for that, like honey, wiil purge 
itſelf of what filth is put into it. And of all bad im- 
p t tions of evil men. Springs and rivers are of a ſelf 


* Gen, xxiv. 8. chap. xtiv. 16. + Pfal; Ii. 4. 
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purging quality : now: here we have to do with a river, 
a river of water of life: but a river more flandered than 
ever did Naaman the- Syrian flander the waters of 
Iſrael, in preferring thoſe of Abana, and Pharpar rivers 
of Damaſcus beyond them.* But behold, now at laſt, 
when all the world have done what they ean, and have 
caſt what reproaches and ſlanders upon it they are — 
it is a river pure and clear.” It has purged itſelf b 
kings, it has purged itſelf before princes and 3 
and all the Naamans in the world. It is ftill a river, 


a river, a river of water ef life, a river of water of life, | 


else 
5. By clear E we ſometimes underſtand purity mani- 
feſt, or innocence and goodneſs made known. in 
all things you have approved yourſelves to be clear of 
this matter.: That is, you have made it appear, and 
ſſtand upon your juſtification, and are willing to be 
ſearched and ſounded to the bottom by thoſe who have 
a deſire to undertake that work. So this river of water 
of life in the fountain and in the ſtreams thereof, offer 
themſelves to the conſideration and conſcience of all 
men. To this end, how often doth God, the head of 
this river, and he out of whoſe throne it proceeds, call 
upon men to challenge him if they can, with any evil 
or miſdoing towards them, either by © preſence or doc- 
trine; hence he ſays, put me in remembrance, let 
us plead together, declare thou, (if thou cant)” that 
thou 2 be juſtified* and I condemned.” 80 
again, (what iniquity have your fathers found'in me, 
that they are gone far from me, and have walked after 
vanity, and are become vain.”+ S0 Chriſt, which 
of you convinceth me of fin. And if I have ſpoken 


evil, bear- witneſs of the evil.“ So Paul,“ we have re- 


"TY Kings x. 11, 12. + 2 Cor. vii. 11. | Ifa. xliii. 26. 
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nounced the hidden things of diſhoneſty, not walking 
in craftineſs, not handling the word of God deceitfully; 
but by the manifeſtation of the truth, commending 
ourſelves to every man's conſcience in the fight of 
God.“: All theſe ſentences are chiefly to be applied 
to the doctrine, and ſo are, as it were, an offer to any, 
if they can, to find a fpeck or a ſpot, or a wrinkle, or 


any ſuck thing in this river of water of life. 


Some men fly from it, as from a bear; and ſome 
are afraid to drink of it for fear it ſhould be poiſon unto 
them. Some again, dare not take it, becauſe it is not 
mixed, and as they, poor fouls, imagine, qualified, and 
made toothſome by a little of that which is called the 
wiſdom of this world. Thus one ſhucks, another 
ſhrinks, and another will none of God. Mean while, 
who ſhall fo pleaſe to look into this river, ſhall find it 
harmleſs and clear. Vea, offering itſelf to the con- 
ſciences of all men to make trial, if it be not the only 
chief good, the only 5 waters, the only profit- 
able for the health of the ſoul, of all the things that are 


in the world, and as clear of miſchief as is the ſun of 


ſpots. | | 
- © Thirdly, As John faw this river pure and clear, ſo 
he ſaw it clear to a compariſon. Clear to the beſt of 
compariſons, clear as cryſtal. Cryſtal is a very clear 
ſtone, as clear as the cleareſt glaſs, if not clearer ; one 
may ſee far into it, yea through it, it is without thoſe 
ſpots, and ſtreaks, and ſmirches that are in other preci- 
ous ſtones. Wherefore when he faith, that this river 
is clear as cryſtal: it is as if God ſhould ſay, look ſin- 
ners, look to the bottom of theſe my cryſtal ſtreams. 
J have heard of ſome ſeas that are ſo pure and clear, 
that a man may ſee to the bottom though they may 
be forty foot deep. I know this river of water of life, 

is a deep river: but though it is ſaid to be deep, it is 


41 Cor. iv. 2. 
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not ſaid we can ſee no bottom. Indeed as to the wide- 
neſs of it, it is ſaid to be ſuch as that it cannot be paſ- 
ſed over: but I ſay, it is no where ſaid that we cannot 
ſee to the bottom: nay the compariſon implies, that a 
man with good eyes may ſee to the bottom. It is 
clear, as clear as cryſtal. So then we will a little look 
down to the bottom, and ſee through theſe cryſtal 
ſtreams, what's at the bottom of all. = | 
Firſt, then, the bottom of all is, - that we might be 
ſaved. „ Theſe things I fay,”” faith Chriſt © that you 
might be ſaved,” and again, © I am come that you 
might have life, and that you might have it more 
abundantly. * This is the bottom of this great river 
of water of life, and of its proceeding from the Throne 
of God and of the Lamb: it is that we might be ſaved: 
it is that we might live. What a good bottom is here ! 
what a ſound bottom is here! But few deep rivers 
have a good bottom. Mud is at the bottom of moſt - 
waters in the world, even the ſea itſelf, when it work- 
eth, caſt up mire and dirt, and ſo do the hearts of 
ſinners: but the bottom of this grace of God, and of 
the ſpirit, and the word thereof, is that we might be 
faved, conſequently a very good bottom. 
Secondly, as the bottom of all is, (that we may be 
ſaved ;” ſo that we may be ſaved by grace, and this is 
the bottom ſounder and founder. Our falvation might 
have been laid upon a more difficult bottom than this. 
It might have been laid on our works. God might have 
laid it there, and have been juſt, or he might have left 
us to have laid it where we would, and then to be ſure 
we had laid it there, and ſo had made but a muddy 
bottom to have gone upon to life. But now, this 
river of water of life, it has a better bottom: (the 
water of life is clear as cryſtal, look down to the bot- 
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tom and ſee) we are juſtified freely by his grace.* 
« By grace ye are ſaved ;” there is the bottom. Now 
grace as I have ſhewed you, is a firm bottom to ſtand 
on, it is of grace that might be ſure. Surely David 
was not here, or ſurely this was not the river that he 
ſpake of, when he ſaid, „I fink in deep waters where 
there is no ſtanding, I am come into waters where the 
floods overflow me ; deliver me out of the mire, and 
let me not fink.”+ I ſay, to be ſure this could not be 
the river : no, David had now ftraggled out of the way, 
and wss tumbled into ſome pit, or into ſome muddy 
and dirty hole: but as for this river it has a good 
bottom: a bottom of ſalvation by grace, and a man 
need not cry out when he is here, that he ſinks, or that 
he is in danger of being drowned in the dirt or mire. 
Thirdly, the bottom of all is, as I ſaid, that we 
might be ſaved by grace, and I will add, “through the 
redemption that is in Chriſt,” This is ſtill better 
And better. We read that when Iſrael came over 
Jordan, the feet of the Prieſts that did bear the ark, 
ſtood on firm ground in the bottom, and that they ſet 
up great ſtones for a memorial thereof: But had 
Jordan fo good a bottom, as has this moſt bleſſed river 
of water of life, or were the ſtones that [ſrael took out 
thence, like this tried ſtone, this ſure ſoundation 1 O0 
the Throne! this river comes out of the Throne, and 
we are ſaved by grace through the redemption that is 
in him.] We read that there is a city that has founda- 
tions, grace is one, Chriſt atiother, and the truth-of all 
the prophets and the apaſtles, as to their true doctrine, 
another, &c. and again, all theſe are the very bottom - 
of this goodly river of the water of life.* | 
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| Fourthly, there is another thing to be ſeen at the 


bottom of this holy river, and that is, © the glory of 
God:“ we are ſaved, ſaved hy grace, ſaved by grace 
through the redemption that is in Chriſt, to the praiſe 
and glory of God. And what a good bottom is here, 
Grace will not fail, Chriſt has been ſufficiently tried, 
and God will not loſe his glory; therefore they that 
drink of this river ſhall doubtleſs be ſaved, to wit, 
= that drink of it with the ſpiritual appetite to it: 


thus much for the explication of the text, 
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I come now to make fome Uſe of the 
whole. 


I 7 OU knew our diſcourſe has been at this time 
| of *“ the water of life, of its quantity, head 
ſpring, and quality; and I have ſhewed you that 
its nature is excellent, its quantity abundant, its head- 
ſpring glorious, and its quality ſingularly good. 

Firſt, let this then in the firſt place, be a provoca- 
tion to us to be more free in making uſe af this water. 
There are many now a- days that are for inventing of 
Waters, to drink for the health of the body; and te 
allure thoſe that are ill, to buy; they will praiſe their 
waters beyond their worth. Yea, and if they be help- 
Ful to one perſon in a.hundred, they make as if they 
could cure every one. Well here you have the great 
phyſician himſelf with his water, and he calls it the 
water of life, water of life for the foul ; this water is 
probatum eff, It has been proved times without num 
ber: it never fails, but where it is not taken. No 
diſeaſe comes amiſs to it, it cures blindneſs, deadneſs, 
deafnefs, dumbneſs. It makes the lips of them that are 
aſleep to ſpeak. * I his is the right holy water (all others 


* Acts xxvi. 18. Iſa. v. «44 Co Song vil 9. 
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is counterfeit) it will drive away devils and ſpirits, it 


the mad and lunatic; it will cure the moſt des _ | 


tugh and churliſh, it will ſhew itſelf ſtronger of opera- 


Yo 27s Matt. xXx. 33 45 25 iN Eccl. xi. I, 27 35 4. 
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will cure inchantments,. and  witcherafts, it will heal 


melancholy; it will diffolve doubts and 
though they are grown as hard as a ſtone in the 2 
It will make you ſpeak well, it will make you have a 
white ſoul, and that is better than to Me a white ſkin. 
It will make you taſte well, it will m you diſreliſh. 
all hurtful meats; it will beget in you a good appetite 
to that which is good ;+ it will remove obſtructions in 
the ſtomach and liver; it will cauſe that you receive of 
God's bread, ſhall turn to nouriſhment and make good- 
blood. In a word, it preſerveth life: they that take 
this water ſhall live longer than did old ee | 
and that he lived a great while. f | | 

Wherefore let me continue my exhoitation to you, 
« be more free in making uſe of this water.” $. It is 
the wholeſomeſt water in the world, you may take it; 
you may take it at the third, ſixth, ninth, or eleventh 
hour, but to taſte it in the morning of your age is 
beſt, for then diſeaſes have not gotten ſo great a head 
as when they are of long continuance : conſequently 
they will be remoyed with far more eaſe : beſides thoſe 
that thus do, will receive endleſs life and the comfort 
of it betimens and that you know | is a doula life 
to one. 

This water gently purges ; and yet more effeftually | 
than any others. I rue, where bad humours are more 


tion, for their is no diſeaſe can be too hard for it. It 
will as we ſay, throw the houſe out of the windows, but 
will rid us of the plague of thoſe moſt dead] y infections 


Gal. file r, 2, 3. Mark xvi. 1, 18. Ezeck, xxxvi. 
26. Col. iv. 6. Ezek. xxxvi. 25 Ly iſa. XXX. 22. t Gen. 
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that otherwiſe will be ſure to make ſleep in death, and 
bring us with the multitude down to hell. But it will do 
vs no hurt, it oaly breaks our fleep in ſecurity, and | 
brings us to a more quick appreheſion of the plague of 
our heart and fleſh. [t will, as I faid before, provoke 
to appetite, but make us long after that which is 
wholeſome. (If any aſk why I thus allegorize, I 
anſwer, the text doth lead me to it.) | 

Secondly, I adviſe therefore in the next place that 

thou get thee a dwellmg place by thefe waters, „the 

bilojed of the Lord ſhall dwell in ſafety by him, and 

_ tlie Lord ſhall cover him all the day long.“ If thou 
aſk, where that dwelling is? I anſwer, in the city df 
God; in, and among the tabernacles of the Moſt 
High. Tbis river comes from the throne, to water 
the city'of God; and to that end it is faid, © to run in 

the midſt of the fireet of it. * If ye will enquire, re- 
turn, come. The ſeed alſo of his fervants ſhall in- 

| herit it, and they that love his name ſhall dwell 
therein.”t Get thee a dwelling in Jeruſalem, in the 
midft of Jerufalem, and then thou wilt be ſeated by 
this river. 

In old times the ancients had their habitations by 
he rivers; yea, we read of Aroer that ſtood upon the 
brink of the river Arnon. & Balaam had alfo his dwel- 
ling in his city Pethor, © by the river of the land of 
the children of his people.” Ob, by a river fide is the 
pleaſanteſt dwelling in the world, and of all rivers, the 
river of the water of life is the beſt. I. hey that 
dwell there, ſhall not hunger nor thirſt, Aube ſhall 
the heat nor ſun ſmite them, for he that hath mercy 
on them ſhall lead them, even by the ſprings of water 


* Deut. XxXxIie 12. Y Rev. xxii. 2. 1 . Mir. 37; | 
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ſhall he guide hem.“ Trees pfanted by the rivers, and 
mat ſpread out their roots, they bring forth their fruit 
in their ſeaſon. And the promiſe is that men that 
take up their dwellings by this river of water of life, 
ſhall be fruitful as fuch trees. —_— 2 


If thou be'ſt a Chriſtian, thou haſt more than an 


ordinary call, and occaſion to abide by theſe waters, 
thy things will not grow but by theſe waters. Weeds, 
and the excellencies of moſt men, wè may may find in 
the barren wilderneſs, they grow under eve 

but thine are garden, and fo choice things, and will not 


. thrive without much water of God's river: dwell 
therefore here that thy ſoul may 


be as a water- 
ed garden. And when thou ſeeſt how thoſe that are 
loth to die, make proviſion at- Tunbridge, Epſom, the 
Bath, and other places, and what houſes they get that 
they may have their dwellings by thoſe waters, then do 
thou eonſider of thy ſpiritual diſeaſe, and how nothing 
can cure thee but this bleſſed water of life: be alſo 
much of deſires to have a dwelling place in Jeruſalem, 


that thou mayeſt always be nigh to theſe waters. Be 
often alſo in watering thy plants with theſe waters, 
I mean the bleſſed graces of God in thy foul, then 


_ ſhalt thou grow and retain thy greenneſs, and prove 
thyſelf to be a diſciple indeed. And herein is God, 


and thy Father glorified, that thou bear much fruit. t- 


Thirdly, my third word is, bleſs God for providing 
for man fuch waters. Theſe only 
all others come out of the dead ſea, and do kill: there 
is no living water but this. I fay, ſhew thy accepta- 


tion of it with thankſgiving; if we are not to receive 
our bread and cheeſe, but with thenkfgiving, 5 how 
* | | 


* Ia, xlix 1. Pal. i. 3. Jer. xvii. 8. f Jer. xxxi. 
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can make us live; 
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ſhould we bleſs God for this unſpeakable gift. 
Ibis is ſoul life, life againſt ſin; life from fin; life 
againſt the curſe, life beyond hell, beyond: deſert, be- 
yond thought, beyond. deſires. Life that is pleaſing, 
life that is profitable, life everlaſting. Oh my brethren, 
bleſs God ! who doth good, and gives us ſuch rain, 
filling our hearts with food and gladneſs. When 
Moſes would take the heart of Iſrael, and took in hand 
to raiſe up their ſpirits to thankfulneſs, he uſed to tell 
them that the land that they were to go to, was a land 
that God cared for, and that was watered with the dew 
of Heaven. Yea, © a land of brooks of water, of 
fountains and deeps that ſpring out of the valleys and 
kills: a land that flowed with milk and honey, which 
is the glory of all lands.*'* But yet in his deſcription 
he makes no mention of a river of water of life: a 
river the ſtreams whereof make glad the city of God, 
This river is the running out of God's heart, the 
letting out his very bowels, for God is the living God. 
This is his heart and ſoul. © Yea, I will rqoice over 
them to do them good, and-I will plant them in this 
land affuredly, with my whole heart, and with my whole 
ſoul.” + 1 fay, if ever God's heart and foul appeared, it 
ſhewed itſelf in giving this water of life: and the throne 
from whence it proceeds. Wherefore all the reaſon of 
the world that in the reception of it, thy heart and 
ſoul ſhould run out and flow after him in thankſgiving, 
See how David words it in the hundred and third 
pſalm, all the five firit verſes, and do likewiſe. 
Fourthly, by the characters that are given of this 
water of life, thou art capacitated to judge, when a no- 
tion, a doQrine, an opinion comes to thine ears, whether 
it is right, good and wholeſome, or how. This river 
is pure, is clear, is pure and clear as cryſtal. Is the 


Mes. Deut, viii. 6, 7, 8. Exod. iti. 8. chap xiii. 15+ Lev. 
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doctrine offered unto: thee ſo? or is it muddy and mix. 


ed with the doctrines of men? look man and ſee if the 
foot of the worſhippers of Bell be not there; and if the 
waters be not fouled thereby. What water is fouled, 
is not the water of life, or at leaſt not the water of life 


in its clearneſs. Wherefore, if thou findeft it not + © | 


right, go up higher to the ſpring-head, for always the 
nearer to the fpring, the more pure and clear is the 
water. Fetch then thy doctrine from afar, if thou 
canſt not have it good nearer hand.* Thy life lies at 
ſtake, the el . of this is dangerous, is moſt de- 
ſtructive, wherefore take heed how you hear, what you 
hear: for, as I ſaid before of the fiſh, by your colour it 
will be ſeen what waters you ſwim in; wherefore look 
you well to yourſelves. 
Fifthly, doth this water of life run like a river? like 
a broad, full, and deep river; then let no man, be his 
tranſgreſſions never ſo many, fear at all, but there is 
enough to ſave his foul, and to ſpare. . Nothing has 
been more common to many, than to doubt of the 


grace of God; a thing the moſt unbecoming a ſinner 


of any thing in the world. To break the law is fact 
foul enough; but to queſtion the ſuffictency of the 
grace of God to fave therefrom, is worſe than fin, if 
worſe can be. Wherefore deſpairing ſoul, for it is to 
hee I ſpeak, forbear thy miſtruſts, caſt off thy flaviſh 
fears, hang thy miſgivings as to this upon the hedge ; 
and believe, thou haſt an invitation ſufficient thereto, a 


river is before thy face. And as for the want of good- 


neſs and works; let that by no means daunt thee, this 
is a river of water of life; ftreams of grace and mercy. 
There is as I ſaid enough therein to help thee, for grace 
brings all that is wanting to the ſoul. Thou there: 
fore haſt nothing to do, I mean as to the curing of thy - 
* Job xxxvi. 3. 
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THE WATER OF LIFE. 


"> ſoul of its doubts and fears, and deſpairing thoughts, 
e ever. 2 nc 
Sischly, hut what is all this to the dead world? to 
them — lave to be dead? they toſs their 8 
ber as the boys taſs their ſhittle cocks in the air, till 
their foot flips, and themſelves deſcend into the pi 


